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New report 


forces downed 
flight MH17 


By Maxim Tucker, Kyiv Post 

A report released Jan. 10 by 
German _ investigative ргопр 
CORRECT!V concludes that a 
Buk surface to air missile launcher 
operated Бу the 53rd Russian Air 
Defense Brigade shot down pas- 
senger jet MH17. 

The report, titled МНІ7: Search- 
ing for the Truth, marries fresh 
testimony from military experts, 
separatist fighters and residents of 
east Ukraine, with photo, video, 
social media and satellite evidence 
to produce a compelling account 
of the events that led to the tragic 
deaths of all the Malaysian Airlines 
flight’s 298 passengers and crew on 
July 17 2014. 

The group believe the Buk en- 
tered Ukraine to protect Russian 
armor that had proven vulnerable 
to aerial attack earlier in the con- 
flict, which erupted in April when 
Kremlin-backed militants seized 
several government buildings in 
the Donbas. 

Military experts told CORRECT! V 
only highly trained specialists acting 
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as а close-knit unit could have oper- 
ated the Buk, and they would have 
had just seconds from switching on 
their radar to firing the rocket or risk 
being targeted themselves. 

CORRECT!V went to the town 
of Snizhne in east Ukraine, held 
by Kremlin-backed separatists. 
Reporters from the group say they 
spoke to several witnesses in the 
town who described sights and 
sounds consistent with the launch 
of a Buk missile on July 17, 2014. 
One witness even said he had seen 
the launcher and then the rocket 
firing shortly afterwards: 

“They shot it down. The missile 
flew from here. We saw it, as it flew. 
Ї was in the yard and heard an ex- 
plosion, a bang. It was a really loud 
bang. The tiles on my roof shook. 
Then there was a long sound. And 
then a very loud explosion: bang, 
bang. And just as I ran out into the 
road, the plane began to fall. Down 
the road, several kilometers from 
here. And you could see it burn.” 

CORRECT!V also interviewed 
a former SBU officer turned sep- 
aratist commander, Aleksandr 
Khodakovskiy, who originally told 
Reuters his fighters were in pos- 
session of a Buk, then retracted his 
statement. 

Khodakoyskiy says а Buk from 
Russia was sent back after the 
MH17 disaster, but his forces are 
still supported by one Buk unit. He 
suggests neither are operated by 
his militia: “I know for sure that 
the popular militia did not shoot 
down the Boeing. We don’t have 
and didn’t have specialists who 
can operate such high precision 
weapons systems.” 

Searching for the Truth also de- 
bunks rival claims by the Russian 
authorities that a Ukrainian jet de- 
stroyed MH17. The report argues 
the type of damage visible to the 
wreckage could only have been 
inflicted by a surface to air mis- 
sile and that a jet firing on the front 
of the aircraft would, in any case, 
have to be travelling from Russian 
airspace, which MH17 was just 40 
kilometers away from entering. 

Aside from the new testimony, 
much of the report’s findings are 
drawn from information already in 
the public domain, including evi- 
dence from renowned open source 
investigators Bellingcat. 

Bellingeat investigators have 
spent months gathering, verifying 
and geolocating social media posts, 
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Ukrainian Canadians hoisted protest signs and shouted “Go Canada Go! Putin Hands Off Ukraine!” outside 
the World Junior Hockey Championship game in Toronto Jan. 5. 


Russian hockey team greeted 
by anti-Putin protesters 


By Nicholas Keung, Toronto Star, Jan 05 2015 

Protesters braved Monday’s (Jan. 5) deep freeze to 
condemn the Russian invasion of Ukraine outside the 
Air Canada Centre where the Russian team battled 
Canada for the World Junior Hockey Championship 
title. 

Despite temperatures hovering below -20C with 
wind chill, two dozen Ukrainian Canadians hoisted 
protest signs and shouted “Go Canada Go! Putin 
Hands Off Ukraine!” before the game started at 8 p.m. 

“Tt is a rally to show support for Team Canada. We 
are very proud Canadians. We feel it is very import- 
ant to make sure Team Canada feels our full support,” 
said Paul Grod, president of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, which only began organizing the rally on 
Monday morning. 

“However, it is also very important for the rest of the 
world to hear about the fact that (Russian President) 
Vladimir Putin has invaded Ukraine and has illegally 
annexed Crimea, and he has continued to fund an or- 
ganized war in Ukraine, where thousands of Ukrain- 
ians have died as a result.” 

In November 2013, pro-European demonstrations 
and civil unrest began in Kyiv forcing the resignation 
of then pro-Russian President Viktor Yanukovych and 
his government. Conflicts subsequently broke out be- 
tween Ukraine and Russia that ended with Putin’s re- 
gime taking over Crimea. 

According to the United Nations, the conflict has 
since caused at least 4,707 deaths and 10,322 injuries. 

“We are trying to send a message to the Russian 


Team and the people in Russia that they are being fed 
a bunch of lies by their president who controls the 
media there,” said Grod, standing in front of protest- 
ers waving both the Canadian and Ukrainian flags. 

“Tt is important for the people in Russia to know 
that they deserve better, they deserve human rights 
and they deserve the rights to have democracy.” 

Peter Schturyn of Toronto said he joined the protest 
hoping to continue to raise awareness that there is still 
a war between Ukraine and Russia. 

“Tt’s not the warmest of days. But in spite of all the 
bad weather, we just want to continue to do our part, 
continue to support the people in Ukraine,” said Sch- 
turyn, adding the community will celebrate Christmas 
Eve Tuesday by raising funds and collecting clothes 
and sleeping bags for people in Ukraine. 

Although there were the occasional boos from a few 
passing Russian fans, there was no confrontation. “We 
are not at war with the Russian people. Our countrymen 
are at war with the Russian regime,” Schturyn said. 

Lifting a yellow-and-blue protest sign, Oksana 
Mallik said she hopes Canadians and the world do not 
forget Ukraine and its people. 

“I was sorry for the people who are standing and 
protesting here. It’s freezing. I'd rather stay at home, 
but this is no comparison to the suffering of the people 
in Ukraine,” said the Mississauga woman. 

“T think of the soldiers who have to fight in Ukraine, 
in worse conditions than here today. They have no food 
and must keep fighting. If Russia occupies Ukraine, it 
will not stop there. Please don’t support Russia.” 


Poroshenko says Ukraine shares France’s pain 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
says his country shares France’s pain following a 
deadly attack against the satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo. 

Speaking to journalists in Kyiv on January 9, 
Poroshenko said his country is facing terrorism as 
well. 

ЗТ do not see any difference between the terrorist 
attack (in Paris) and the explosion of a bar in Kharkiv, 


a terrorist attack against a volunteers’ office in Odesa, 
or terrorist attacks taking place in the occupied 
territories in Donetsk and Luhansk,” he said. 

Ukrainian government forces have been battling 
pro-Russian separatists in the country’s east in a 
conflict that has killed more than 4,700 people since 
April. 

Poroshenko earlier visited the French Embassy in 
Kyiv and laid flowers outside the building. 
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Економічний колапс Росії не стане 
катастрофою для України - експерти 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Український прем'єр-міністр Арсеній Яценюк 
повернувся з Німеччини з обіцянками надання до- 
даткових грошей і підтримки реформ в Україні. 
Експерти сперечаються, чи цих додаткових грошей 
вистачить на те, щоб відвернути загрозу дефолту і 
колапсу української економіки. Адже окрім власної 
кризи, вона ще й імпортує проблеми російської 
економіки. Адже попри політичне протистояння та 
агресію проти України, Росія залишається одним із 
її найбільших економічних партнерів. 

В Україні популярний жарт: «Прокинувшись 
вранці, справжній українець насамперед упевнить- 
ся, що нафта дешевшає, а російський рубль падає, 
і лише після цього займеться справами». Щоправ- 
да, експерти стверджують, що українцям бажано 
цікавитися зранку курсом гривні до іноземних ва- 
лют, оскільки українська економічна і фінансова 
системи досі пов'язані з Росією. Тож колапс 
російської економіки може «накрити» якщо не всю 
економіку України, то окремі її галузі, вважають 


фахівці. 
Світові ЗМІ часто транслюють кадри з 
найбільших міст Росії - Москви i Cankr- 


Петербурга, на них видно зачинені магазини i 
ресторани, написи про здачу приміщень і цілих 
будинків в оренду тощо. Але подібне можна ба- 
чити і на вулицях українських міст, таких як Київ, 
Львів чи Одеса. Затяжний воєнний конфлікт на 
Сході укупі з падінням виробництва та інфляцією 
уже «зачепив» не лише економіку Росії, але і її 
«окертву», Україну, вважають українські експер- 
ти. І розглядати результати подальшого падіння 
російської економіки для України варто з огля- 
ду не лише на її економіку, а i безпеку у цілому, 
наголошує фахівець з питань енергетичної безпеки 
Богдан Соколовський. 

На ‘oro думку, залежність України від 
російських енергоносіїв ставить під загрозу без- 
пеку i України, i Європи у цілому. I якщо «ляже» 
російська економіка, якщо Росія не зможе напо- 
внювати українську газотранспортну систему 
або ж нафтопереробні заводи, - українці можуть 
залишитись без тепла, світла і товарів першої 
необхідності, зазначив Соколовський. 

«Ми від Росії по нафті і ядерному пальному за- 
лежимо набагато більше, ніж по газу. I якщо там 
економіка зупиниться - відповідно зупиняться 
енергетичні поставки в Україну. Тобто, з одно- 
го боку, добре, що санкції проти Кремля діють, 
бо то наш ворог - а з другого, то біда і для нас. 
Тому що ми не готові переключитись. І зараз, до- 
пустимо, лише по одній нафті ми на сто відсотків 
залежимо від Росії. І як тільки Росія перестає по- 
стачати українській стороні нафту, то дуже висока 
імовірність, що нам не будуть постачати бензин», 
- відзначив експерт у розмові з Радіо Свобода. 

За словами Соколовського, при такому розвитку 
подій зупинять роботу спершу нафтопереробні за- 
води України і сусідніх з нею Румунії і Словаччи- 
ни. А по тому власники закриють і бензозаправні 
станції. 

Київський публіцист та історик Олександр 
Палій, дослідивши тенденції українсько-російської 
торгівлі, відзначив, що доля Росії в економіці 
України зменшилась, Тож у разі колапсу російської 
економіки економічна і фінансова системи України 
постраждають, але не критично, наголосив експерт 
у розмові з Радіо Свобода. 

«Ми бачимо, що український експорт до Росії 
впав удвічі, товарообіг теж падає. Залежність, яка 
раніше була дуже сильна, зменшується. Дивіться, 
зараз наш експорт до Росії становить приблиз- 
но 15 відсотків від усього експорту. Зв'язки, які 
між економіками України i Росії були раніше, 
зменшуються, перш за все через саму Росію, яка 
виштовхувала Україну зі свого ринку. Тож якщо 
відбудеться падіння економіки Росії, - це не буде 
значною катастрофою для України, як це було б 
раніше», - вважає Палій. 


Натомість, для України справжньою загро- 


зою є продовження співпраці між окремими 
українськими і російськими виробництвами — як у 
галузі енергетики, так 1 у військово-промисловому 
комплексі. На думку Палія, необхідно перевіряти 
кожного з покупців із країн СНД, хто купує в 
Україні продукцію подвійного призначення або ж 
вироби військово-промислового комплексу (ВПК). 

«Що стосується так званих «товарів подвійного 
призначення», то, безумовно, Україна мала 
відмовлятись від поставок у Росію, і це було пра- 
вильне рішення. Але зроблені і певні винятки. 
Так, вертолітні двигуни із Запоріжжя («Мотор- 
Січ») ідуть у Білорусь. Спочатку Росія купила ба- 
гато цих двигунів, очевидно, що росіяни їх будуть 
ставити не тільки на цивільні вертольоти. А потім 
оце Білорусь почала говорити, що готова купувати 
ці запорізькі двигуни, і, швидше за все, Білорусь 
виступає посередником, вона купує ці двигуни, а 
потім передає їх Росії», - пояснив експерт. 

Він також вважає, що Київ має розвивати ВПК 
як перспективну галузь, здатну забезпечити су- 
часним озброєнням українські Збройні сили, i 
водночас - як інвестиційно привабливий сектор 
української економіки. 

Українська влада, у свою чергу, імовірний 
колапс російської економіки критичним для 
України не вважає. Як відзначав прем'єр-міністр 
Арсеній Яценюк, товарообіг між двома держава- 
ми скорочується, українські виробники активно 
освоюють європейський та інші ринки збуту своєї 
продукції. 

«У нас дворазове падіння обсягів торгівлі з 
Росією. Росія найближчим часом вийде з основ- 
них торгових партнерів України», — спрогнозував 
Яценюк на прес-конференції у грудні. 

Прем'єр також визнав наявність фінансово- 
економічної кризи у державі і відзначив, що по- 
рятунком для економіки є фінансова підтримка від 
міжнародних партнерів, розвиток вітчизняного 
бізнесу тощо. 

Міністр фінансів України Наталія Яресько 
під час візиту до Німеччини в інтерв'ю видан- 
ню Handelsblatt наголосила, що назвати Україну 
«державою-банкрутом» зарано. 

«Ми переживаємо важку фінансову кризу, 
країна опинилася в складних умовах. Але Україна 
— He банкрут. Ми абсолютно точно потребуємо 
нової фінансової допомоги наших партнерів. Нам 
потрібні кредити, а не подарунки. Зараз ми ведемо 
переговори з МВФ», - зазначила Яресько. 

А тим часом відомий фінансист i філантроп 
Джордж Сорос вважає, що європейці повинні 
дивитися на події в Україні ширше, і розуміти, 
що українці не просто переживають «класичний 
випадок кризи платіжного балансу», а перебува- 
ють на передовій цивілізаційної війни з Росією, а 
тому, потребують не лише тимчасової підтримки, 
а справжніх зусиль щодо того, щоб перетворити 
Україну в успішну європейську державу. 

«Допомагаючи Україні, Європа зможе відновити 
для себе ті цінності та принципи, на яких первин- 
но був заснований Європейський союз», - вважає 
Сорос і закликає Європу надати Україні достат- 
ньо грошей не для виживання, а для справжнього 
цивілізаційного стрибка. 

Американські експерти 13 так званого «тіньового 
ЦРУ» - центру стратегічних досліджень Stratfor — 
вважають російсько-український конфлікт одним 
із головних ризиків системі міжнародної безпеки 
у цьому році. А оскільки Росія веде проти України 
так звану «гібридну» війну, то її економічна скла- 
дова наразі виходить на перший план, визнали 
фахівці. 

І хоча ситуація усередині Росії розхитана, Мо- 
сква все ще намагається охопити своїм впливом 
події в Україні. Але не варто очікувати колапсу 
в Росії, або того, що українська криза переросте 
у широкомасштабну війну. Із цими кризами світ 
увійшов у нову історичну фазу, де знову з'являється 
конфронтація з визначальними історичними пре- 
цедентами, зазначено у публікації Stratfor. 


БудинокСадовогозновуобстріляли 


(Українська правда) -У Львові обстріляли буди- 
нок міського голови Андрія Садового. 

Про це повідомляє “Zaxid.net”. 

Будинок зазнав серйозних пошкоджень після 
обстрілу, який стався близько 20.45, 26 грудня. 

Як повідомляє видання, потерпілих немає, бо 
Садовий з родиною у цей час перебували на лиж- 
ному курорті "Буковель". 

Із чого обстріляли будинок мера на вулиці 
Стрілецькій поки не з'ясовано. 

Один з мешканців сусідньої вулиці розповів, що 


чув дуже гучний вибух. 

Начальник відділу зв'язків з громадськістю 
ГУМВО у Львівській області Світлана Добровольсь- 
ка повідомила "Інтерфаксу-Україна", що будинок 
Садового обстріляли, ймовірно, з гранатомета. 

У будинку вибиті вікна 1 двері, частково пошкод- 
жена одна стіна. 

"Це вже переходить межі здорового глузду! Але 
якщо не розкритий попередній замах, то цього 
варто було очікувати", - емоційно прокоментував 
новий напад Садовий. 
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UCC welcomes funding for 
Holodomor Awareness Project 


(UCC National/UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Can- 
adian Community is grateful to the Government of 
Canada, the Ministry of Multiculturalism, and Min- 
ister Jason Kenney, for supporting the “Holodomor 
National Awareness Tour”. The three year grant, 
valued at $1.5M, will support the education of tens 
of thousands of students, community leaders and the 
public at large on the historical events of the horrific 
Holodomor Genocide in Ukraine, 1932-33. 

The “Holodomor National Awareness Tour”, is a 
joint project between four organizations: the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation (CUF, the lead on the project), 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Research and Documentation Centre 
(UCRDC) and the Holodomor Research and Educa- 
tional Consortium (HREC). 

“This project will build bridges among commun- 
ities to promote intercultural understanding, tolerance, 
awareness and a deeper respect for the democratic val- 
ues that we Canadians hold so dear,” said Bob Onys- 
chuk, Q.C., Past Chair of CUF, and Project Lead. 

The tour, which is anticipated to begin in the spring 
of 2015, takes places on a customized 42’ RV, with 
a state-of-the-art interactive audio-visual technology 
centre on board. The RV will be wheelchair access- 
ible and will tour Canada, visiting elementary and 
secondary schools, universities, government build- 
ings, Ukrainian community and Canadian mainstream 
events, and festivals and gatherings across the coun- 
try. The goal of the awareness tour is to educate all 
Canadians about the artificial famine created by Jo- 
seph Stalin in 1932-1933, murdering millions of 
Ukrainians and Eastern Europeans. More than 10,000 
students per year across Canada are expected to ех- 
perience this interactive program. 

“The Holodomor is one of the greatest crimes 
against humanity”, said Prof. Jurij Darewych, the 
Chair of UCRDC. “Yet, despite its being recognized 
as Genocide by the Parliament of Canada, knowledge 
about this tragedy is not as widespread as it ought to 
be. The Holodomor National Awareness Tour will be 
an important tool in informing and reminding Can- 
adians of this horrible example of man’s inhumanity 
to man.” 


Interpol reyects Ukrainian murder 
charges against ex-officials 


By Maxim Tucker, Kyiv Post 

Interpol issued a statement Jan. 12 saying that it 
had rejected a Ukrainian request to place ex-regime 
officials, including former President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych and former Prime Minister Mykola Azaroy, on 
its wanted list for murder. 

The international police agency instead issued 
“Red Notices, or international wanted persons alerts, 
for four individuals including former President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych and former Prime Minister Mykola 
Azaroy,” for financial crimes only. 

The alerts are based on a new request by the Ukrain- 
ian authorities, as a March 2014 request on charges 
including abuse of power and murder was “assessed 
by Interpol as not compliant with the Organization’s 
tules and regulations and was refused,” the Interpol 
statement read. 

“Red Notices are only issued to Interpol member 
countries if the requesting National Central Bureau 
has provided all the information required by the Gen- 
eral Secretariat.” 

Ukraine’s Prosecutor General’s Office accuses 
Yanukovych and Azaroy, along with other regime offi- 
cials, of plotting the murder of Euromaidan protesters 
on Independence Square by ordering security forces to 
open fire on a three-month old demonstration against 
their leadership. 

The massacre of more than a hundred people under- 
mined support for the former President among his own 
party and he was forced to flee in his helicopter, leay- 
ing behind overwhelming evidence of massive cor- 
ruption in the form of his billion-dollar Mezhyhirya 
mansion - complete with galleon, zoo and classic car 
collection. 

Ukraine’s new government had already faced fierce 
criticism for failing to gather enough evidence of hu- 
man rights violations or corruption to obtain an Inter- 
pol red notice or support EU sanctions against former 
regime officials. Serious flaws in their investigation 


Similar mobile education tours in Canada have 
included the “Tour for Humanity”, organized by the 
Simon Wiesenthal Centre for Holocaust Studies, and 
“Tt’s an Honour”, organized by the Rideau Hall Foun- 
dation, highlighting Canada’s National Honours Pro- 
gram, including the roles of the Governor General and 
the Queen. 

“We must never waiver in our commitment to the 
memory of the millions of victims of Stalin’s cam- 
paign of terror and the deliberate attempt to destroy 
the Ukrainian nation,” said UCC National President 
Paul Grod. “Projects like this ensure that no one ever 
forgets, and that crimes like this never happen again”. 

This project will operate as a teaching module for 
elementary and high school students, teaching the 
values of multiculturalism, diversity, and the import- 
ance of human rights and freedoms, the rule of law 
and respect for human dignity. It will also present the 
concept of crimes against humanity and genocide as 
seen through the lens of the Holodomor. 

“We in Canada are bonded to this dark chapter in 
human history by more than a million Canadians of 
Ukrainian descent, many of whom lost loved-ones in 
the Holodomor. And so, all Canadians join us in com- 
memorating this 75th anniversary of the terrible fam- 
ine of 1932-33. Because what was done to the Ukrain- 
ian people was a mortal offence against the values we 
hold dearest; freedom, democracy, human rights and 
the rule of law,” stated Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
when Holodomor Memorial Day Act was passed in 
Parliament : 

“Let us never forget that the history of Commun- 
ism is one, above all, of mass murder ...Let us never 
forget the suffering of the people of Ukraine in the 
Holodomor, the facts of which no one can deny for all 
history to come,” said Kenney, commemorating the 
79th anniversary of the Holodomor 

The concept design for the project was developed 
by Dimension and Design Inc. (Denny Dzerowicz, 
CEO) and by TAG’s CEO Peter Trecapelli, whose 
firm built the “Tour for Humanity” and “It’s An Hon- 
our” mobile tours noted above. Between these two 
firms, there exists over 85 years of experience in ma- 
jor exhibitions. 


We are Moving! 

After 28 years at our current location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we are moving in January to a 
brand new location at 13615 — 149 Street 
to serve you better. 


Open Mon to Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till 4:00 
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Continental Inn, 
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St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
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Servus Credit Union 
(Capilano Branch) 
Servus Credit Union 
(Delton Branch) 


into the Euromaidan killings were exposed in a Reu- 
ters special report last October. 

So when Ukraine’s Minister for Internal Affairs, 
Arseniy Avakoy, announced that after “argument and 
explanation” and “months after the submission of a 
request from the Interior Ministry, Prosecutor General 
of Ukraine and the Security Service,” Interpol had ap- 
pointed a special commission to deal with the request, 
it seemed to represent a major breakthrough. 

But the “argument” is far from over. The Minister 
claimed six people had been added to the list, whereas 
Interpol list only four. 

“On the international wanted list of Interpol (red 
notice — wanted for extradition to Ukraine): Viktor F. 
Yanukovych, [his son] Olexander Yanukovych, [for- 
mer Prime Minister] Mykola Azaroy, [former Health 
Minister] Bagatyreva Raisa , Коіобоу Yurii (former 
Minister of Finance), Dzekon GB (former head of 
Ukrtelecom),” he posted on Facebook. 

For the majority of the day even ex-Prime Minister 
Azaroy did not appear on Interpol’s list, and the or- 
ganisation responded “either there is no red notice for 
that person, or the country has requested that the red 
notice not be made public,” when questioned about 
his absence by the Kyiv Post. 

By late afternoon he had been included, but 
Yanukovych’s son Olexander and former Health Min- 
ister Raisa Bagatyreva still do not appear on the po- 
lice agency’s list. The organisation has also not issued 
notices for a number of key regime leaders, includ- 
ing former Internal Affairs Minister Zakharchenko, 
former head of the Security Service of Ukraine Olek- 
sandr Yakymenko and former head of the Presidential 
Administration Andriy Klyuyev. 

The government will suffer a serious blow to its 
credibility if its law enforcement arm cannot present | 
a convincing case against Yanukovych and other key | 
figures for the deaths of demonstrators, who have be- | 
come legend in Ukraine as ‘the heavenly hundred’. 
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«Путін» на різдвяному вертепі у Львові. 6 січня 2014 року 


Проросійським ЗМІ не 
сподобався «Путін-Ірод» у Львові 


(Радіо Свобода) -Сепаратистський портал «Русская весна», який 
пише про новини так званої «Новороссии», розповів про різдвяну 
інсталяцію у Львові, змалювавши її такими словами: 

«Бандерівці глумляться над Різдвом: Свято любові і добра 
перетворили на «п'ятихвилинку ненависті»». Такий заголовок 
передрукували й інші російські та проросійські ЗМІ. 

А портал новин угруповання «ДНР», що визнане в Україні 
терористичним, представив цю ж новину 13 заголовком: «У Львові 
демонізують Путіна», 

До різдвяних свят у Львові встановили «живу» шопку. Інсталяція 
тематична: маленького Ісуса від людини, схожої на Путіна, захищають 
українські вояки-«кіборги». У ролях Діви Марії, Йосипа, «кіборгів» 
та Грода-Путіна - пластуни. Шопка розважатиме львів'ян та гостей 
міста до 8 січня. Поряд встановили скриньку для пожертвувань. По 
закінченні Різдва усі зібрані гроші будуть відправлені на фронт. 

За словами організаторки шопки, така візуалізація має сучасне 

звучання і відтворює ситуацію в Україні. 
, «Цього року наша шопка пов'язана з подіями, які відбуваються 
на сході: шопку Божої родини охороняють українські військові з 
нашивками «Кіборг» і «Укроп». Збоку ходить людина в короні, схожа 
на Путіна, яка хоче щось недобре зробити українському Ісусові, 
і, власне, військові захищають Божу родину від цього чоловіка. 
Традиційно кожного року ми запрошуємо пластунів і вони є героями 
цього шоу, - розповіла Радіо Свобода Христина Тузяк, менеджер 
холдингу емоцій, Fest Lokal, який організував це дійство. 
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Янукович програв ще до того, 
як утік — New York Times 


«Він думав, що це тимчасові труднощі» — Добкін 


(Голос Америки) - Журналісти New York Times 
здійснили розслідування останніх годин правління 
Віктора Януковича. На основі бесід з ключовими 
постатями подій лютого 2014 року, телефонних 
записів та інших документів газета робить висно- 
вок: Янукович програв ще до того, як утік. 

Ще на світанку 20 лютого «виснажений 
проєвропейський протестний рух» контролював у 
кращому разі якісь кілька сотень метрів у центрі 
Києва, пишуть Ендрю Гігінс i Ендрю Kpiiemep. 
Однак після кровопролиття, яке відбулося згодом 
того ранку, прибічники Януковича в парламенті 
відвернулися від нього, і він був змушений почати 
переговори з трійкою опозиційних лідерів. Саме 
тоді почалися й дзвінки від силовиків, які благали 
надати їм супровід для безпечного виїзду з Києва, 
пише видання, посилаючись на слова народного 
депутата Сергія Пашинського. 

За словами командира «Беркуту» Андрія Тере- 
щенка, Пашинський організував ескорт для нього 
та ще близько 60 «беркутів» для виїзду з Києва, 
звідки вони рушили автобусом до Донецька. За 
оцінками самого Пашинського, він організував 
супровід для виїзду з міста більш як 5000 
бійців «Беркуту», «Альфи», сил МВС та інших 
військових підрозділів. 

У розмовах з журналістами силовики сказали, 
що їх злякали слова з мирної угоди, укладеної в 
Києві за посередництва європейських дипломатів 
і підписаної Януковичем, про необхідність 


розслідування вбивств протестувальників: вони 
боялися, що Янукович «готовий здати тих, хто 
його захишав». 

Крім того, силовиків лякали чутки про викраден- 
ня 1 200 одиниць зброї у Львові, яка могла потрапи- 
ти до протестувальників у Києві, Західні дипломати 
в Києві, зокрема Посол США Джеффрі Пайєтт, теж 
знали про ці чутки та попередили командира «Са- 
мооборони» Майдану Андрія Парубія, що зброя не 
повинна потрапити до Києва, інакше «це змінить 
усю ситуацію», Той, своєю чергою, застеріг західні 
уряди, що якщо вони не займуть жорсткішу позицію 
щодо Януковича, то події можуть «отримати набага- 
то загрозливіший вимір». 

Після прийняття рішення Верховною Радою 20 
лютого про повернення всіх силових структур до 
місць їхньої дислокації Янукович зрозумів, що 
втратив підтримку парламенту. 

Тоді він вирішив здійснити поїздку на схід 
України, яка виглядала б не як втеча, а як прези- 
дентський візит, пише видання з посиланням на 
слова Михайла Добкіна, який тоді був міським го- 
ловою Харкова, і попросив організувати відвідини 
кількох фабрик. и 

«Він думав, що це тимчасові труднощі», - 
пригадує Добкін, називаючи президента «лю- 
диною з іншої планети», який був впевнений, 
що домовленість, досягнута за посередництва 
європейських дипломатів, ще могла забезпечити 
йому йому гідний відступ пізніше того року». 


У чому секрет Степана Бандери? 


Від фільму «Секрети Степана Бандери» казиться путінська Росія 


Богдан Червак, Радіо Свобода 

Фільм «Секрети Степана Бандери» викликав 
неоднозначний резонанс. Обурюються прихиль- 
ники провідника, адже образ Бандери створений 
каналом «1-1», не відповідає образу професійного 
революціонера-націоналіста, яким, без сумніву, був 
один із лідерів ОУН. Стискають плечима історики. 
Власне у фільмі бракує не стільки історичної прав- 
ди, як вражає цілковита безпорадність у питанні 
висвітлення історії національно-визвольного руху 
періоду ОУН. У вирі суперечливих оцінок заплу- 
талися пересічні глядачі, які так 1 не змогли знай- 
ти для себе відповідь на питання: ким був і є для 
України Степан Бандера? 

Парадокс ще й у тому, що від цього фільму ка- 
зиться путінська Росія, де Бандера у будь якому 
форматі навіює страх на кремлівських керманичів 
і «простий російський народ». 

Дивують аргументи, які використовуються для 
пояснення успіху, або невдачі фільму «Секре- 
ти Степана Бандери». Усі вони з арсеналу епохи 
соціалістичного реалізму, коли намагаються втис- 
нути у прокрустове ложе власного світогляду об- 
раз, який явно туди не поміщається. 

Щоб зрозуміти Бандеру, треба передусім оцінити 
не його феномен, а унікальність історичного 
періоду, коли йому довелося жити і боротися. 

У цьому періоді, а саме у 1929 році постала 
Організація українських націоналістів. Її поява 
— ірраціональна відповідь на найбільший тоді ви- 
клик, перед яким опинилася українська нація. У 
раціональний спосіб пояснити появу на політичній 
арені ОУН не можливо. Адже програні змагання 
за УНР, окупація території України режимами, які 
ставили за мету ліквідацію українського етносу, 
зникнення «українського питання» з міжнародної 
арени, усе це не давало жодних шансів організувати 
рух за відродження української державності. Але 
такий рух в особі спочатку Української військової 
організації (УВО), а згодом ОУН усе ж постав. I не 
просто постав, а став одним із етапів національно 
визвольної боротьби українського народу за влас- 
ну державу. При цьому треба наголосити, що до 
цього часу жоден інший етап не відзначався та- 
кою ідеологічною сформованістю та визначеністю 
щодо шляхів досягнення мети. 

Очевидно, що ОУН, це насамперед люди. 
Претензії, які вороги українських націоналістів 
висувають Бандері, можна пред'явити будь-кому 
з відомих лідерів ОУН. | навпаки, заслуги перед 
Українською державою, про які говорять патріоти 
України, будуть, крім Бандери, стосуватися й 


Точка зору 


інших діячів ОУН. 

Але навіть і це не головне. Головне у тому, 
що ОУН у тогочасному історичному контексті і 
суспільно-політичній реальності навіть не нама- 
галася комусь сподобатися, або у когось виклика- 
ти антипатію. ОУН викликала лють в окупантів. І 
зрозуміло чому. Але ж ОУН жорстко критикували 
тогочасні українські легальні партії й емігрантські 
середовища і навіть така «націоналістична» церк- 
ва, як УГКЦ, які палко підтримували ідею бороть- 
би за українську державність. 

У такій атмосфері й формувався образ тогочас- 
ного українського націоналіста, який мало кому 
подобався, але який захоплював уяву молоді, що в 
лавах ОУН ішла на великі жертви в ім'я здобуття 
самостійної української держави. 

Коли цього не зрозуміти, то будеш повсяк- 
часно наражатися на рифи, як от творці згадано 
фільму. Вони шукали в Бандері «секрети», а не 
могли зрозуміти найголовніший з них: він свідомо 
ігнорував тодішню кон'юнктуру, оскільки для ньо- 
го більше важила його візія майбутньої України. 

Прихильникам Бандери варто заспокоїтися. 
Як тільки з'являться фільми про Бандеру, які бу- 
дуть їм дуже подобатися, то це означитиме, що 
знову ми віддаляємося від справжнього образу 
провідника. Люди епохи і формату Євгена Коно- 
вальця, Андрія Мельника, Степана Бандери, Оле- 
га Ольжича, Олени Теліги приречені залишатися 
суперечливими. Таким їх зробив час i обставини. 
Такими, зрештою, вони себе зробили самі. У цьо- 
му не має нічого поганого. Саме це закарбувало їх 
імена в історичну свідомість нації. 

А тому не маю претензій до авторів фільму. У 
них принаймні достатньо часу, щоб збагнути фе- 
номен провідника. Крім однієї, Переконаний, що 
у наш час усе ж не варто послуговуватися кліше 
комуністичної пропаганди щодо історії ОУН, 
зокрема очорнюючи одних лідерів, щоб возве- 
личити інших. Такий дешевий прийом уже не 
працює. 

Більшість українців, слава Богу, розпрощала- 
ся з комунізмом назавжди і навчилися думати 
самостійно, віддаючи належне не словам і стерео- 
типам, а ділам і конкретним історичним фактам. 
Думки, висловлені в рубриці «Точка зору», пе- 
редають погляди самих авторів i не конче 
відображають позицію Радіо Свобода 
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Ukraine says rocket 
hits bus, killing 10 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Ukrainian authorities say 10 
civilians have been killed and 13 wounded by a mis- 
sile that hit a bus in eastern Ukraine. 

The incident occurred on January 13 near a Ukrain- 
ian military checkpoint close to the town of Volno- 
vakha, 35 kilometers southwest of the rebel-held proy- 
incial capital of Donetsk. 

One report said the bus was carrying civilians from 
the coastal city of Mariupol. 

Ukraine’s military said the civilians were killed by 
Grad rockets, one of which hit a bus. 

It said the rockets were fired by pro-Russian separa- 
tists forces from a position in the town of Dokuchay- 
evsk. 

The separatist, self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s 
Republic denied responsibility, saying the government 
checkpoint is “beyond our artillery’s range.” 

Separatist leaders in Donetsk said they “do not rule 
out this could have been an act of provocation by the 
Ukrainian military to heap blame for what happened” 
on separatist fighters. 

The Donetsk regional administration, which an- 
swers to the central government in Kyiv, is saying that 
at least 10 civilians were killed and 13 were wounded. 

Canada quickly condemned the attack. 

“The deadly attack against passengers on a bus in 
eastern Ukraine is a reprehensible and unjustifiable 
act,” said Foreign Minister John Baird. “The ongoing 
aggression by Russian-sponsored militants is in viola- 
tion of the Minsk ceasefire agreements and must end 
immediately. 

“This is one of the deadliest attacks against civil- 
ians since the signing of the ceasefire agreements and 
comes after an increased level of violence over recent 
days. 

“On behalf of all Canadians, I offer my sincere con- 
dolences to the families and friends of the victims of 
this attack. Together with our allies and partners, Can- 
ada will continue to stand by Ukraine in resisting Rus- 
sian aggression,” he added. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress also condemned 


the attack. 
“The UCC strongly condemns this heinous attack 


on innocent people by Kremlin-backed terrorists,” 
stated UCC President Paul Grod.. 

“These are the same terrorists that fired upon and 
killed 298 innocent people traveling on Malaysian 
Airlines Flight MH17. Today, Russia’s war against 
Ukraine, and Russia’s continued supply of soldiers, 
arms and funds to these terrorists has led to the death 
of ten more innocent people. On behalf of the Ukrain- 


ian Canadian Congress | offer my most sincere con- 
dolences to the families of the victims. Vichnaya Yim 
Pam’yat. May their Memory be Eternal.” 

The UCC is calling on the international community 
to designate the so-called “Donetsk Peoples Repub- 
lic” and the so-called “Luhansk Peoples Republic” as 
terrorist organizations, as well as increase sanctions 
and declare Russia a state sponsor of terrorism. 

A cease-fire agreed in Minsk in September is violat- 
ed almost daily, and more than 4,700 people have been 
Killed and over 10,000 injured in fighting between 
government forces and rebels in eastern Ukraine since 
April. 

Fighting has intensified recently, jeopardizing 
hopes for a peace deal. 

Separatists and Ukrainian forces have traded ac- 
cusations of violating a truce that had been in place 
since early December. Meanwhile, Moscow has ac- 
cused Kyiv of trying to seek a military solution to the 
conflict. 

On January 12, the foreign ministers of Ukraine, 
Russia, Germany, and France, meeting in Berlin, 
failed to make sufficient progress to warrant holding a 
four-nation summit this week as part of efforts to end 
the conflict. 

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
made the announcement after four hours of talks in 
Berlin with Russia’s Sergei Lavrov, France’s Laurent 
Fabius and Рауіо Klimkin of Ukraine. 

Steinmeier said the meeting had been a “very open 
exchange” but did not produce the results needed for 
the countries to go ahead with a meeting of leaders 
this week in Kazakhstan as originally proposed last 
month by Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko. 

Steinmeier said representatives from their min- 
istries would meet in the coming days to see if they 
could bridge differences. 

“If there is progress made at that level in the coming 
days, then we are prepared to meet again next week 
and resume this discussion we began today,” he told 
reporters. 

In a joint statement, the four ministers also called 
on the contact group of Ukraine, Russia, and the Or- 
ganization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) to meet to try and make progress on imple- 
menting a much-violated Ukraine peace deal drawn 
up in September in Minsk, including creating the “rel- 
evant conditions for an effective cease-fire.” 

If this is done, it would “pave the way to the prepar- 
ation of a successful summit meeting” in Kazakhstan, 
they wrote. 


New report concludes Russian 
forces downed flight MH17 


Cont. from P. 1 


photo and video evidence related to Russian troop 
movements in Ukraine. 

They geolocated photos of a Buk missile launcher 
on its journey from Snizhne to Russia immediately 
after the MH17 was downed, and were able to iden- 
tify the launcher as belonging to Russia’s 53rd Air 
Defense Brigade, based in Kursk. Investigators did so 
by matching a partially obscured identification num- 
ber and the unique scratches and dents shown in the 
Snizhne photos with photos taken in June of a convoy 
of Russian armour as it drives towards the Ukrainian 
border from Kursk. 


“The new investigation confirms Bellingcat’s ear- 
lier work on the movements of the Buk on July 17, 
and that it originated from the 53rd brigade in Russia. 
At this point it’s undeniable the Russian military pro- 
vided the Buk, and there’s more and more information 
that links it to the downing of MH17,” says Eliot Hig- 
gins, founder of Bellingcat. 

“Tt seems that the one key piece of information is 
autopsy data from the Dutch criminal investigation. 
They’ve confirmed pieces of metal were found in the 
bodies, and if they come from a Buk warhead then I 
don’t think there will be any question about who was 
responsible for shooting down MH17.” 


Poroshenko signs law allowing 
NATO membership bid 


(RFE/RL)—President Petro Poroshenko has signed 
a law abandoning Ukraine’s neutral “non-bloc” status, 
and said Ukrainians will decide whether the country 
should seek NATO membership once it meets the 
standards of the Western military alliance. 

Poroshenko predicted that moment would come in 
five or six years. He signed the law on December 29 
during an end-of-year news conference in Kyiv. 

“When Ukraine meets the appropriate standards 
— І think that will be done within five-six years in 
the framework of Strategy 2020 — then the people of 


Ukraine will determine whether the country will join 
NATO,” Poroshenko said, suggesting a referendum 
would be held on the issue. 

The new law scraps 2010 legislation that barred 
Ukraine from seeking to join any military alliance. 

Ukraine’s parliament passed the law on December 
23, drawing vocal criticism from Russia. 

Poroshenko told lawmakers that day that Russian 
“ageression against Ukraine” created the need for 
“more effective guarantees of independence, sover- 
eignty, security, and territorial integrity.” 


Nadia Savchenko 


Savchenko vows to die 
in prison if not freed 


By Claire Bigg and Oleksandr Lashchenko 

(RFE/RL)—January 13 marks one month since Nadia Savchenko, the 
Ukrainian military pilot held in Russia, began her hunger strike. 

Savchenko says she is determined to starve to death in pretrial deten- 
tion if Russian authorities do not release her. 

“A person who was born free and not a slave in captivity cannot live 
in prison, especially if he or she is innocent,” she wrote in a January 12 
open letter shared by her lawyers. “I have given my word: ‘Until the day 
І return to Ukraine, or until the last day of my life in Russia!’ and І will 
not back down.” 

Savchenko says she was illegally transferred to Russia in July after be- 
ing captured by pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine in June. 

Russian authorities, who claim the 33-year-old pilot was detained on 
Russian soil, have charged her with complicity in the deaths of two Rus- 
sian journalists covering the conflict in eastern Ukraine. She denies the 
accusations. 

Under court orders, Savchenko spent one month at Moscow’s notori- 
ous Serbsky Institute, a psychiatric facility known for helping authorities 
lock up dissidents during the Soviet era. 

Her hunger sirike has raised fresh concerns for her well-being. In ac- 
cordance with Russian law, she has since been placed in solitary confine- 
ment. 

Savchenko, who-ingests only warm water, has reportedly lost 10 kilo- 
grams since starting her hunger strike. Prison officials recently gave her 
an intravenous glucose solution. “She doesn’t look good,” her lawyer, 
Mark Feigin, tweeted on January 13. 

Feigin was barred from visiting her through Russia’s long winter holi- 
day season, which ended on January 12. 

Anna Karetnikova, a Russian human rights campaigner, has already 
seen Savchenko twice this month. As the deputy head of Moscow’s Pub- 
lic Oversight Commission, a state body that monitors the treatment of 
detainees, she has unrestricted access to the jailed Ukrainian pilot. 

According to Karetnikova, Savchenko’s detention conditions are bet- 
ter than average for Russian prisons. She has not been brutalized or ill- 
treated in any way, although her letters have been withheld for over two 
months in violation of prison rules. 

But Karetnikova confirms that Savchenko is determined to die in pris- 
on unless she is released and allowed to return to Ukraine. “She rejects all 
demands and pleas for her to end her hunger strike, she says she will fast 
to the bitter end,” Karetnikova says. “She’s chosen her path and doesn’t 
want to hear any advice on this topic.” 

Saychenko’s sister, Vira, says her sister’s morale is still strong. “She’s 
in good spirits, she’s not broken or dejected,” she says. “Sometimes she’s 
down because life there is difficult. Solitary confinement is tough.” 

Vira Savchenko says her sister’s hunger strike should not be regarded 
as suicide. “It’s her only available form of protest,” she says. “It’s a pro- 
test because she must be freed, because she is innocent. Ukraine has al- 
ready provided all the possible proof as well as an ironclad alibi.” 

While being concerned for her health, Savchenko’s supporters say her 
hunger strike could actually succeed in persuading Moscow to free her in 
order to avert a political scandal. 

The air-force pilot is also a lawmaker with former Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna party. 

Oleksiy Ryabchin, another Batkivshchyna lawmaker, says her deputy 
status is a major asset. “It helps a lot, of course,” he says. “All the branch- 
es of power are also helping — our president, who cares about her and 
mentions her in all his international speeches, and the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment, and the entire [party] faction. Even the opposition unanimously 
voted to call for her release. The whole of Ukraine is united on this ques- 
tion.” 

In addition, Savchenko has been chosen to represent Ukraine’s parlia- 
ment in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE). 
Support rallies are scheduled to be held across the world on January 26 
to coincide with the opening of the next PACE session, which Savchenko 
has been formally invited to attend. 

An online petition by the U.S.-based organization Change.org is call- 
ing for her release and has gathered almost 700 signatures since being 
launched on January 12. А hashtag — #FreeSavchenko — was also cre- 
ated on Twitter to voice support. 

“Her case is heavily politicized,” Russian activist Karetnikova says. 
“So maybe this is one of the rare cases when a hunger strike may actually 
work.” 
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We stand up for 
“Charlie Hebdo’s” rights, 
but not their content 


The mass killings at the editorial offices of the French satirical maga- 
zine “Charlie Hebdo” by Islamic terrorists have resulted in a massive out- 
pouring of both outrage with the murders and support for the magazine 
victimized. 

Approximately 3 million people participated in unity rallies across 
France on July 11 including 1.6 million in Paris alone. French authorities 
stated that this was the largest ever rally in that country’s history. 

Many journalists have jumped on the “Charlie Hebdo” bandwagon 
loudly proclaiming “I am Charlie Hebdo” and reprint the magazine’s car- 
toons depicting the Prophet Muhammad to show solidarity with “Charlie 
Hebdo”. 

Such journalists would be wise to heed the famous quotation attributed 
to 18" century French philosopher, Voltaire: “I disagree strongly with 
what you say, but 1 will defend to the death your right to say it.” 


What that clearly means is one may defend the principle of freedom of 


speech without necessarily condoning what is being said (or in this case 
drawn in the form of a cartoon). And certainly some of the cartoons that 
“Charlie Hebdo” has printed (depicting the Prophet Muhammad naked 
and in demeaning or pornographic poses) are offensive to people of a 
given faith - and unnecessarily so. Not that “Charlie Hebdo” has singled 
out Islam for ridicule. They firmly believe in equality when it comes to 
offending people of faith. Past covers include retired Pope Benedict XVI 
in amorous embrace with a Vatican guard; an Orthodox Jew kissing a 
Nazi soldier, and, in one particularly offensive case, a picture of Jesus 
Christ in the foreground under the caption of “Jésus revient” (Jesus re- 
turns), with Adolph Hitler standing right behind Him stating “Moi aussi” 
(Me too). 

Now, what point is the cartoonist trying to make here? Is he or she 


comparing Jesus to Hitler, or simply being outrageous for the sake of 


being outrageous. In any case there is no responsible editorial justifica- 


tion for printing such an offensive piece of work. Even if the editors of 


“Charlie Hebdo” are non-believers themselves, they should at least have 
enough respect for people who are believers not to deride their core val- 
ues in such an offensive manner. 

There is a place for editorial cartoons. They play a valuable role in ex- 
posing human frailties, corruption, and so оп, Politicians and other public 
figures are fair game. But there is a qualifier of fair comment. Also free- 
dom of speech does not come unfettered. One cannot, for example, libel 
а person or persons without facing the penalty of a civil lawsuit. Many 
countries have legislation prohibiting hatred. In the case of France, that 
county prohibits by its penal code and by its press laws public and pri- 
vate communication which is defamatory or insulting, or which incites 
discrimination, hatred, or violence against a person or a group of persons 
on account of place of origin, ethnicity or lack thereof, nationality, race, 
specific religion, sex, sexual orientation, or handicap. The law prohibits 
declarations: that justify or deny crimes against humanity, for example, 
the Holocaust. If certain religious groups find “Charlie Hebdo’s” cartoons 
offensive, then that — not murder — is the avenue which should have 
been explored. 

So let us make our position very clear. We unequivocally condemn the 


terrorist attacks in France and we unequivocally support the principle of 


freedom of speech. But we cannot condone material which is offensive to 
people’s core beliefS. To paraphrase Voltaire, while we defend “Charlie 
Hebdo’s” right to say what they wish, we strongly disagree with what 
they are saying, as is our right. 
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Donbas has split into pro-Ukrainian 
and pro-Russian enclaves 


By Taras Kuzio, Financial Times 

A year ago I took the seven hour 
Hyundai Rotem intercity train from 
Kyiv to Donetsk, introduced on this 
and two other routes for the UEFA 
Euro 2012 football championship 
to carry supporters to Ukraine’s 
newly built stadiums. The journey 
is now two hours shorter as the 
train only goes as far as Slovyansk 
and Kramatorsk, situated 30 kilo- 
metres from the front line of the 
Russian occupied enclave of the 
Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR). 

Donetsk airport, also built for the 
UEFA tournament, is in ruins, held 
by volunteer battalions and Ukrain- 
ian airborne units who have bene- 
fited from two decades of cooper- 
ation with NATO’s Partnership for 
Peace programme. With the airport 
being held against all odds, the 
Ukrainian media has nicknamed 
the airborne forces “Cyborgs”. Rus- 
sia’s defence ministry has admitted 
for the first time this week to losing 
300 special forces in failed assaults 
against them. 

On April 12, Slovyansk and Kra- 
matorsk became the first cities in 
the Donbas to be occupied by Rus- 
sian ‘green men’ — military intelli- 
gence special forces without coun- 
try insignia. They provided experi- 
ence, self-confidence and weapons 
for local pro-Russian separatists. 

Support for separatism in the 
Donbas, at 30 per cent, has always 
been higher than in the other six 
Russian-speaking regions of east- 
ern and southern Ukraine. Being a 
sympathiser did though not neces- 
sarily translate into action, as civil 
society has always been weaker in 
eastern than western Ukraine. 

Separatist feeing was heavily 
fanned by Russian television, the 
primary source of news in the Don- 
bas, and rested on four factors: 

First, an angry response to the 
‘putsch’ in Kyiv that overthrew 
President Viktor Yanukovych 
whom locals describe as ‘a bandit, 
but our bandit.’ 

Second, a widespread belief that 
the standard of living is higher in 
Russia, where per capita income 
is four times that in Ukraine. This 
sentiment was especially perva- 
sive among the Communist Party, 
which was a major organiser of 
anti-Euromaidan meetings. 

Separatists attracted what pol- 
itical scientists call ‘losers’ in the 
post-Soviet transition, who are sus- 
ceptible to populist slogans. Middle 
class locals, such as the members 
of the Slovyansk Rotary Club and 
local businessmen in Kramatork, 
had no time for separatism. 

Third, the legitimacy given to 


separatism by the Church. Serhiy 
Demidovych, a Protestant pastor 
in Slovyansk, told me the support 
given by the Russian Orthodox 
Church to separatists was seen as 
an “Orthodox jihad’. Some Russian 
Orthodox priests in the Donbas 
had for several years helped train 
young believers who would later 


join the Russian Orthodox Army, 


one of a number of DNR Russian 
volunteer battalions fighting for the 
‘Orthodox faith’ and the Russkii 
Mir (Russian World). 

Denys Bihunoy, a political ad- 
viser to the city hall in Slovyansk, 
and Ihor Rybalchenko, the town’s 
police chief, point to the sudden 
appearance of large numbers of 
weapons. Other local people told 
me of weapons being transported in 
coffins from the Crimea and stored 
in Russian Orthodox churches. 
Other weapons were confiscated 
from the police and security ser- 
vice, whose members defected en 
masse to the separatists and Rus- 
sian forces. 

Fourth, hitherto marginal pan- 
Slavic groups such as the Russia 
Bloc and Kyiv Rus, whose mem- 
bers were elected to parliament and 
local councils by the Communist 
Party and Party of Regions. 

This eclectic alliance of Com- 
munists, Russian Orthodox and 
nationalists was swelled by a large 
criminal element and Russian 
Cossacks in Luhansk. Viacheslav 
Ропотагіоу, Slovyansk’s "реоріє'5 
mayor’ is widely accused in the 
city of having a criminal past. He 
fled after Ukrainian forces liber- 
ated the city. 

Citizens complain that local 
criminals and Cossacks used the 
chaos and Russian occupation as 
a cover for widespread car theft; 
criminals and Cossacks are ac- 


An apartment building in Slovyansk 
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cused of looting Ukrainian, west- 
ern and Russia humanitarian assist- 
ance, with the situation becoming 
so critical in the Luhansk Peoples 
Republic (LNR), where there are 
reports of people dying of hunger, 
that Russian forces have driven the 
Cossacks out. 

During what people in Slovyansk 
call ‘the occupation’, which lasted 
until July 4, the separatist ad- 
ministration pursued а hard-line 
authoritarian regime commonly 
found in the DNR and the LNR. 
Pro-Ukrainian activists such as 
Martyros Grigorian, a member of 
the Fatherland Party, went into hid- 
ing for three months. He recalls an 
incident when separatists argued 
over whether or not to execute a 
Protestant pastor and went to ask 
advice from a Russian Orthodox 
priest, who advised against; he 
was lucky and told to leave town. 
Others were less lucky: two sons of 
another Protestant pastor and two 
others were tortured and executed. 

Few of Slovyansk’s residents 
want the Russians to return. The 
peak of their euphoria in the spring, 
when they expected Russia’s an- 
nexation of Crimea to be repeated 
in the Donbas, is long gone. Into 
the political vacuum, hitherto 
cowed pro-Ukrainian activists such 
as the energetic Mykhaylo Nechi- 
porenko, leader of Hurtom (“Stand 
Together’) a Slovyansk NGO, or- 
ganises the Donbas’s only Auto- 
maidan each week and promotes 
direct action for greater transpar- 
ency and the removal of corrupt of- 
ficials. 

Vladimir Putin, Russia’s 
president, has failed in his attempt 
to split Ukraine in two, but at the 
unfortunate cost of over 10,000 
military and civilian lives and mas- 
sive destruction of property. Pro- 
Ukrainians and pro-Russians have 
moved to opposite sides of the 
September ceasefire line, which is 
becoming a de facto border. 

With pro-Russian forces dis- 
credited, having fled or gone into 
hiding, and Ukrainian military 
forces, National Guard volunteers 
and militarised police units heavily 
in force in the strategically import- 
ant Slovyansk region, and as falling 
oil prices and sanctions bite hard 
into Russia’s economy, it would be 
foolhardy — not to say impossible 
— for Russia to seek to occupy the 
two thirds of the Donbas controlled 
by Kyiv. 


Taras Kuzio is a research associ- 
ate at the Centre for Political and 
Regional Studies, Canadian Insti- 
tute for Ukrainian Studies, Univer- 
sity of Alberta. 
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Ukraine’s Donbas Is like America’s Deep South 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Huffington Post)—Many jour- 
nalistic accounts — as well as the 
Kremlin’s propaganda machine — 
depict the Russian-speaking popula- 
tion in eastern Ukraine’s separatist 
Donbas region and the Crimea as an 
aggrieved ethnic minority clamor- 
ing for nothing more than greater 
autonomy and cultural and language 
rights. Seen in this light, Kyiv and 
ethnic Ukrainians are the victim- 
izers. The Donbas and its Russians 
are the victims. To put the conflict 
in American terms, Kyiv is white 
America and the Russian-speaking 
regions are black America. 

The analogy is completely false. 

For starters, the Crimea has 
enjoyed the status of an autono- 
mous republic since 1991. The 
province ran itself, and Kyiv rarely 
meddled, so much so that it even 
neglected the physical needs and 
civil and cultural rights of the pen- 
insula’s Crimean Tatars and ethnic 
Ukrainians. The two Donbas prov- 
inces of Donetsk and Luhansk have 
also had de facto autonomy from 
Kyiv. Since the 1930s, they’ve been 


the bastions of Ukraine’s Stalinist 
Communist Party, which remained 
highly influential until the revolu- 
tion and war of 2013-2014. Since 
2001, both provinces have been 
the stronghold of the Party of Re- 
gions, which largely drew its func- 
tionaries and electorate from the 
Communists and which served as 
the springboard for Ukraine’s for- 
mer president, Viktor Yanukovych. 
Ukraine’s richest man, the oligarch 
Rinat Akhmetov, funded the Party 
of Regions, which, together with 
the Communists, ran the Donbas as 
its fiefdom. 

Unsurprisingly, both the Cri- 
mea and the Donbas witnessed 
the absolute hegemony of Rus- 
sian language and culture. School 
instruction was largely in Russian; 
the media — whether books, maga- 
zines, newspapers, television or 
radio — were also overwhelmingly 
in Russian. Ethnic Ukrainians fre- 
quently complained that, if they 
tried to use Ukrainian in public, 


«є 


i.e. Russian. Most residents viewed 
Ukrainian.as a “foreign” tongue 


and viewed the hegemony of Rus- 
sian as a perfectly natural state of 
affairs. A supremacist minority de- 
tested all things Ukrainian. 

I remember meeting one such su- 
premacist at a conference in Kyiv 
in 1994. He insisted that the rights 
of Russians were persistently be- 
ing violated in the Crimea. Were 
there too many Ukrainian schools?, 
I asked. No, he answered. Did 
Ukrainians dominate the media? 
No. Was he unable to speak Rus- 
sian in public? No, again. What 
then was the problem? He finally 
fessed up: the very fact that Ukrain- 
ian existed in the Crimea was ап 
offense. Indeed, I can think of no 
instance of a Russian speaker being 
discriminated against in either the 
Donbas or the Crimea since 1991. 

A far more appropriate analogy 
for understanding Russo-Ukrainian 
relations is the Jim Crow South, 
with Russians as the whites and 
Ukrainians as the blacks. Not only 
have Russians and Russian speak- 
ers ruled the Crimea and the Don- 
bas and enjoyed complete language 
and cultural rights. They have also 


As Ukraine sinks below ‘life support,’ 
the West gropes for loan money 


By James Rupert, 
Atlantic Council, Jan. 13, 2015 

Ukraine’s finances are now “be- 
yond life support,” says economist 
Tim Ash as its foreign reserves 
plunged to $7.5 billion last month, 
less than half of what the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund consid- 
ers critical to a country’s financial 
health. The economy shriveled by 
7.5 percent last year, electricity 
production is down in mid-winter, 
and the country needs immediate 
help to avoid an economic implo- 
sion. 

Amid this, Ukrainians might 
be forgiven for thinking that their 
international allies seem to be 
standing with their eyes just slight- 
ly averted, patting their pockets 
distractedly as though in search of 
their misplaced wallets. 

Economists such as Ash, a chief 
analyst in London for Standard 
Bank, say the slow pace with 
which the transatlantic commun- 
ity and the International Monetary 
Fund are working to gather a min- 
imal new loan package for Ukraine 
is leading investors to pull capital 
out of the country. Ash this week 
echoed billionaire George Soros in 
urging the West to move faster and 
bigger in finding new loans: at least 
the $15 billion that economists say 
is a minimum to help the country’s 
transition to a more open economy 
and a cleaner system of govern- 
ment. 

Soros declared this week that 
the European Union should rewrite 
some rules and tap a couple of its 
rainy-day funds for a “shock and 
awe” aid package of perhaps $50 
billion. That would let Ukraine 
floor the accelerator on its reforms 
and would obliterate worries of a 
near-term collapse, letting invest- 
ors confidently move into — rather 
than out of — Ukraine’s crusade to 
rebuild. If discussed by politicians 
as a “bailout,” the figure suggested 
by Soros seems big — a third the 
size of the 2010 financial rescue of 
Greece. But Ukraine’s successful 
conversion into a stable democ- 
racy is a security challenge — in- 
deed, Europe’s biggest, according 
to many analysts. And as a security 


investment that would buttress Eur- 
ope against Russia’s renewed and 
violent aggressiveness, $50 billion 
is pocket change. The NATO alli- 
ance spends that much on defense 
every 18 days. 

Ash agreed with Soros’ call for 
a big loan package to summon the 
powerful genie of market forces. 
“Tf the West stumps up a big num- 
ber for new financing, it will likely 
not be needed, as the market will 
assume that the financing gap has 
been covered and ... [the value of 
the Ukrainian hryvnia] secured,” 
he wrote in an e-mailed analysis. 
“Hence capital flight will halt, even 
reverse.” 

An International Monetary Fund 
team is working this month in Kyiv 
to negotiate the terms for the IMF to 
release the next tranche of the $17 
billion aid package it assembled 
last year. Only about $3 billion of 
this has been disbursed so far, says 
Ash, who is Standard Bank’s chief 
of research on emerging markets. 

Ukraine is making real, but slow 
progress in raising that minimum 
of $15 billion that economists say 
will be needed this year, writes the 
Atlantic Council’s Kyiv-based sen- 
ior fellow, Brian Mefford. Recent 
promises from the United States, 
Canada, and Germany cover about 
a third of that minimum, with more 
to be sought from other Europeans, 
Australia, Japan, and the IMF. Mef- 
ford says that he “puts the chance 
of Ukraine raising $15 billion in 
new money this year at 55 percent” 
— just better than even odds. 

Europe needs to step back and 
look at what is really at stake for it 
in Ukraine, Soros wrote in an essay 
for the New York Review of Books 
last week. Of its two tools available 
for stabilizing a country critical to 
Europe’s own stability, Europe 
needs to maintain its sanctions on 
Russia (a negative for Europe’s 
own economy), while massively 
increasing its aid to Ukraine. That 
aid would provide a “much needed 
stimulus to the European economy 
by encouraging exports and invest- 
ment in Ukraine,” Soros wrote, 
thus balancing the costs to Europe 
of the sanctions. 


The aid Soros envisions will re- 
quire decisions by political leaders, 
not bureaucrats, and Soros nomin- 
ated German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel as “the key” leader who 
should get Europe acting on such 
an aid program within the first 
quarter of this year. “That would 
be a game-changer,’ he wrote. 
“Ukraine would embark on radical 
reforms and, instead of hovering 
on the edge of bankruptcy, it would 
turn into a land of promise that 
would attract private investment.” 

In his comment January 12, Ash 
noted that “the problem for the 
West is that it has taken months 
to get anywhere close to the $15 
billion” seen as a survival-level 
loan package. “The message in the 
West’s slow response is that sup- 
port is grudging, at best — hardly 
the convincing ‘blank check’ that 
markets want. The danger is that 
when the number is finally an- 
nounced that it disappoints — and 
is picked apart by the market, and 
confidence eventually sags again, 
with capital flight remaining ele- 
vated. This could result in even 
more foreign financing being re- 
quired further down the line.” 

A measure of the work involved 
for Ukraine’s new government 
in qualifiying for continued IMF 
loans emerged in the December 
29 parliament vote — at 4:24 a.m. 
— to approve the painfully aus- 
tere state budget for 2015, Mef- 
ford notes. President Petro Poro- 
shenko and Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk won 233 votes for the 
budget, which was shaped under 
IMF requirements for securing the 
international loans. That was seven 
votes more than the minimum, but 
far short of the 300-plus votes that 
their government coalition is sup- 
posed to command. The faction 
of billionaire oligarch Thor Kolo- 
moyskyi (a bloc called “Economic 
Development”) and another bloc 
of oligarch ог Yeremeyey were 
notable in opposing the budget, 
along with the party of former 
prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko, 
nominally a coalition member. 
James Rupert is an editor at the At- 
lantic Council. 


proven to be the most reactionary, 
intolerant and illiberal population 
within Ukraine. 

During Viktor Yanukovych’s 
four-year reign from 2010 to 2014, 
Ukraine’s Jim Crow South cap- 
tured Kyiv and began extending its 
norms to all of Ukraine. “Black” 
Ukrainians fought back, first with 
the Orange Revolution in 2004 and 
then with the Maidan Revolution 
of 2013-2014. The slogans of both 
revolutions centered on human and 
civil rights, dignity and personal 


autonomy — just as during the 
civil rights movement in the United 
States. The “white” Yanukovych 


regime fought back — in the same 
manner as racist whites in the Deep 
South — with violence, intimida- 
tion and the equivalent of its Ku 
Klux Klan, the armed fanatics that 
eventually formed the core of the 
separatist armies. 

Unsurprisingly, “black” Ukrain- 
ians have divided into a variety of 
factions. The overwhelming ma- 
jority supported, and continues to 
support, moderation, tolerance and 
inclusion, along the lines of Mar- 
tin Luther King. Although there is, 
alas, no equivalent of Dr. King in 
contemporary Ukrainian politics, 
most Ukrainian democrats employ 
his rhetoric and promote his ideals. 
But there are also “black” Ukrain- 
ian radicals. The right-wing Svobo- 
da party’s leader, Oleh Tyahnybok, 
has sounded remarkably like Mal- 
com X. The hyper-nationalist Azov 
Battalion resembles the Black Pan- 


, 


thers, and its leader Andrii Bilet- 
sky could easily pass for Eldridge 
Cleaver. 

The analogy San the Deep 
South breaks down because of 
Russia’s annexation of the Crimea 
and its invasion of eastern Ukraine. 
Russia’s presence in these regions 
ensures that they will remain as 
reactionary, intolerant and illiberal 
as they have always been. If Kyiv 
were to reach some political ac- | 
commodation with the pro-Russian 
separatists in the Donbas, Ukraine 
would face an impossible choice. 
If the Donbas retains the autonomy 
it has always had, it will remain a 
Jim Crow bastion that will prevent 
Ukraine from becoming a liberal 
democracy. If Ukraine attempts to 
spread liberal values to the Donbas 
Deep South, the region’s “white” 
elites and Ku Klux Klan will, once 
again, rebel. Moscow will claim 
that their rights are being violated 
by the Ukrainian racists and fas- 
cists in Kyiv! 

The United States could еуеп- 
tually overcome Jim Crow laws 
because Washington was stronger 
than the Deep South. As long as 
Russia supports the Donbas Deep 
South — and that is likely to be 
for a long time — Ukraine will be 
too weak to grant it autonomy or to 
absorb it. Faced with such an un- 
enviable choice, Ukraine would be 
well advised to leave the Donbas to 
its own devices, borrow from Dr. 
King’s rhetoric and “dream” of a 
sunny future. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


NATIONAL HOMELESS COUNT 
STANDARDS ARE NECESSARY 


This year, my motion, M455, in Parliament, calling on the federal 
government to establish national standards for counting the homeless, 
was unanimously passed by all official parties in the House of Com- 


mons. It called for: 


* nationally recognized point in time for counts taking place; 
* nationally recognized definitions of who is homeless; 
» nationally recognized methodology on how the count takes place, 


and 


» nationally agreed-upon criteria and methodology in determining 
who is homeless, as is conducted by all cities in the United States. 

A survey conducted in all major Canadian municipalities that pres- 
ently count their homeless population, done on the same date in late 
January and using the same agreed-upon criteria and methodology 
(couch surfing aside) would provide statistically useful data to allow 
governments to better help the homeless. Presently in Canada different 
homeless counts in different cities at different times have used differ- 
ent definitions of chronically homeless, and defining methodology to 
conduct homeless count producing wildly unreliable statistics. 

Without national definitions and standards the concept of being 
“homeless” can mean something vastly different in Edmonton than it 
does in Calgary. The chronically homeless definition, creatively applied, 
can equate to big grant dollars to non-profit organizations. A single 
point in time, notably late January, for conducting homeless surveys 
would give governments a clearer picture of the extent of the problem. 
For governments to allocate funds for affordable housing projects and 
services for Canada’s homeless, it is crucial to know exactly who the 
homeless are, where they live and how to best help them, goals that 
can be achieved through this motion before Parliament. 

A count done on a common date and using an agreed upon meth- 
odological counting system to tally those actually homeless makes 
sense. Parliament and national homelessness groups agree with me, 
but will Edmonton’s homeless count officials? 


What do you think? 


eee 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


Arseniy Yatsenryuk ‘and Angela Merkel address a news conference 
following talks at the Chancellery in Berlin on January 8. 


Yatsenyuk says Russia must 
remove ‘bandits’ from Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk says Russia 
is still sending military forces into Ukraine despite a September 5 deal on 
a cease-fire and steps toward peace. 

Yatsenyuk demanded Moscow remove what he called its “bandits” 
from Ukraine. 

Speaking alongside German Chancellor Angela Merkel after their talks 
in Berlin on January 8, he said Russia has “sent troops to Ukraine’s re- 
gions and continues sending its troops there.” 

“All this being done on the orders of Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin,” Yatsenyuk said. 

Russia denies involvement in the conflict in eastern Ukraine despite 
what Kyiv and NATO say is overwhelming evidence it has sent troops 
and weapons across the border to support pro-Russian separatists. 

Merkel said the terms of the agreement signed on September 5 in 
Minsk must be met in full for sanctions imposed on Russia to be lifted. 

‘ “The entire Minsk agreement must be implemented before we can say 
these sanctions can be lifted,” Merkel said. 

Yatsenyuk said that Russia “has not fulfilled a single point” of the 
Minsk agreement. 

The European Union and the United States began imposing sanctions on 
Russia after it annexed the Crimean peninsula from Ukraine in March, and 
have stiffened the measures in response to Moscow’s support for the rebels, 
who have seized portions of Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

The conflict between the rebels and Ukrainian government forces has 
killed more than 4,700 people since April. 

Merkel said she had “‘little hope” of a reversal of the sanctions imposed 
on Russia over its annexation of Crimea, which Kyiv and the West say 
was illegal. 

Putin has vowed never to return the peninsula to Ukraine. 

Speaking earlier at the German Council on Foreign Relations, Yatsenyuk 
urged the West to present a united front in pressing Russia into compliance. 

“We can only succeed if we act together, when everybody in the EU, 
the United States, and Ukraine remains united,” he said. 

Merkel said Yatsenyuk had presented a convincing case for plans for 
badly needed reforms to Ukraine’s economy, which has been battered by 
more than a al of police upheaval and war. 
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UCBC donates Nativity set 


A Christmas Nativity set was purchased by The Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of Canada Edmonton Eparchy 
at the live auction, held during the Fifth Annual Bishops Gala on December 3 at the Chateau Louis Conference 
Centre in Edmonton. The Nativity Set was then donated by the UCBC to the St Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral in Edmonton for the faithful to enjoy during the Christmas holidays celebrations. Pictured above: 
The Nativity set itself, Below. The acceptance. Left to Right: His Excellency Bishop David Motiuk, UCBC 


President Bro. Orest Boychuk, Cathedral Rector Fr. Peter Babej and Fr. William Hupalo. 


Rada raises maximum age of 
military conscription to 27 


(Interfax-Ukraine}—The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine has passed a 
law that increases the maximum age for compulsory military service 
from 25 to 27 years. 

A total of 256 MPs passed the relevant law on amendments to 
legislation regarding the improvement of the procedure of military 
service and on the social protection of servicemen on Jan. 15. 

Previously, the law stipulated that Ukrainian citizens between 18 and 
25 years of age can be subject to military conscription. Now, men aged 
between 18 and 27 can be conscripted. 


The Good News of Our Lord is 


shared with our brothers and 
Sisters In remote and isolated 
mission across our vast land. 


“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 


are pleasing to God.”—Hebrews 13:16 


Your su 
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NATO urges Russia to stop supporting 
separatists in eastern Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has called on 
Russia to withdraw its support for separatists in eastern Ukraine and use 
“all its influence” to make them observe a cease-fire agreement. 

Speaking at a news conference in Berlin with German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel on January 14, Stoltenberg said, “We call on Russia to 
respect the [September 5] Minsk agreements, to use all its influence on 
the separatists to make them respect the cease-fire, and to withdraw the 
support for the separatists.” 

Stoltenberg said NATO wanted cooperation with Russia, but that ifties 
between the alliance and Moscow are to improve, “Russia must want it” 
as well. 

“NATO does not seek confrontation with Russia. NATO aspires for a 
more constructive and cooperative relationship with Russia,” he said. 

Stoltenberg also said that Ukraine’s recent abandonment of nonaligned 
status was “the beginning of a process which may end in an application 
for membership” in NATO. 

He said that if Ukraine did seek to join NATO, it must first fulfill the 
main criteria for membership — the existence of a democratic, open 
society and the capacity to contribute to the collective security of the 
alliance. 
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The Edmonton branches of the Ukrainian National Federation, the Ukrainian Women’s Organization and 
their affiliated groups held a Christmas Party December 20 which featured the talents of some of its artistic 
ensembles. These included the Dzherelo Ukrainian Children’s Theatre Studio (Instructors: Alla Semenko, 
Khrystyna Pikh and Dmytro Rusnak) and the Ruta Ukrainian Musical Ensemble (Instructors: Alla Semenko 
and Dmytro Rusnak). Pictured above: Dzherelo; Below: Ruta. 


Russia to cut EU gas transit via Ukraine 


By Peter Teffer 

(EU Observer)—Russia has 
said it will stop EU gas transit via 
Ukraine and do it via Turkey instead 
in the second shock announcement 
on energy in as many months. 

Tt said on January 14 that the EU 
should build new infrastructure to 
link up with a future Russia-Turkey 
pipeline or lose access to supplies. 

Gazprom head Alexei Miller 
issued the ultimatum during a 
visit to Russia by EU energy 
commissioner  Маго5 Sefcovic, 
who said he was “very surprised” 
by the statement. 

The latest announcement comes 
after Russia said in December it 
won’t build the so-called South 
Stream pipeline via Bulgaria and 
Hungary to Italy in favour of a new 
project with Turkey. 

The European Commission 
blocked South Stream construction 
on grounds of non-compliance 
with EU energy law. 

But both South Stream and 
“Turkish Stream” have strategic 
implications because they bypass 
Ukraine, which earns billions from 
transit fees and which is on the 
edge of bankruptcy. 

Miller noted “the Turkish Stream 
is the only route along which 63 
billion cubic metres of Russian gas 
can be supplied, which at present 


Christmas at the UNF 


transit Ukraine. There are no other 


options”, AFP reports. 
He warned Sefcovie to start 
building “the necessary gas 


transport infrastructure from the 
Greek and Turkish border”. 

“They have a couple of years 
at most to do this. It’s a very, 
very tight deadline. In order to 
meet the deadline, the work on 
building new trunk gas pipelines 
in European Union countries must 
start immediately today”, he added. 

“Otherwise, these volumes of 
gas could end up in other markets”. 

Sefcovic - who was on his first 
visit to Russia to meet with Miller, 
Russia’s deputy minister Arkady 
Vladimirovich Dvorkovich, and 
energy minister Alexander Novak 
- reacted frostily to the news. 

“T believe we can find a better 
solution,” he said. 

“We don’t work like this ... the 
trading system and trading habits - 
how we do it today - are different”. 

About 80 percent of the EU’s 
gas imports from Russia come via 
Ukraine. 

But political disputes between 
Kyiv and Moscow have seen 
EU supplies interrupted on two 
occasions in recent years, with 
Moscow justifying the Turkey 
decision by saying Ukraine is 
“unreliable”. 


Ukraine suspends 
trains, buses to Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine says it is halting all train services to Russian- 
annexed Crimea because of security concerns. 

The decision by Ukraine’s state rail company came 10 days after Rus- 
sia decided to suspend its own train service to Crimea due to low ticket 
demand. 

Separately, Ukraine’s Infrastructure Ministry ordered bus companies 
to stop bus services to Crimea starting December 26. 

The total suspension of train and bus services means most of the pen- 
insula’s 2.3 million residents will only be able to reach mainland Ukraine 
by car or cross into Russia using an outdated ferry service. 

Some Russian flights are continuing to Crimea’s central city of Sim- 
feropol despite European Union sanctions against the air companies de- 
priving them of aircraft insurance and service contracts. 

Meanwhile, Russian authorities have blamed Ukraine for cutting off elec- 
tricity supplies to Crimea on December 26, for the second time thatweek. 

Widespread blackouts hit Crimea on December 24 after Ukraine cut 
power supplies, blaming the region for exceeding electricity consump- 
tion limits. 


Russia may demand early 
repayment of Ukraine loan 


(RFE/RL)—Russia says it may seek early repayment of a $3 billion 
loan to Ukraine. 

Russian news agencies quoted Finance Minister Anton Siluanoy as 
saying on January 10 that Moscow had “every reason” to demand repay- 
ment, as Ukraine’s public debt has exceeded 60 percent of gross domes- 
tic product, violating the terms of the bond issue. 

Siluanoy added that a decision had not been reached. 

The bond was purchased by Russia in December 2013, and repayment 
is due in December 2015. 

Siluanoy’s comments come before a planned meeting of Ukrainian, 
ussian, German, and French foreign ministers in Berlin on January 12 
5 part of diplomatic efforts to end the conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

They also come as representatives of the International Monetary Fund 
е visiting Kyiv to review Ukraine’s austerity measures before releasing 
dditional financial assistance to help the country’s beleaguered economy. 


=p, Shevchenko 
ї Foundation 


Meanwhile, Bulgaria had asked 
Sefcovic to use his visit to Russia 
to pitch a plan for the construction 
of a gas hub on Bulgaria’s Black 
Sea coast. 

But it’s unclear whether Sefcovic 
managed to raise the subject with 
his Russian interlocutors. 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
Call for Nominations to Board of Directors 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko (Shevchenko Foundation) announces a call for 
the nomination of individuals to serve as Directors of the Foundation. 


A Directors act in a position of trust for the community, are responsible for the effective governance of 
the organization, demonstrate leadership skills, and are committed to the development of the Ukrainian 
community and Ukrainian cultural heritage in Canada. As a volunteer Director, you help shape the 
policies of the Shevchenko Foundation, ensuring that it operates in a legal and ethical manner and 
within required bylaws. 


If you are interested in being considered for appointment to the Board of Directors, please complete the 
Nomination Applicatian (PDF) found on our website www.shevchenkofoundation.com and submit by 
March 2, 2015 to: Nominating Committee Chair, UCFTS, 202 - 952 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2W 3P4, 
or email lesia@shevchenkofoundation.ca 
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На агресію проти України треба відповідно реагувати - посол Канади 


Олена Ремовська, Радіо Свобода 

Канада вважає реальною євроатлантичну перспективу 
України, але можливість членства України в НАТО за- 
лежатиме від реальних змін у Збройних силах. Про це в 
інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода заявив посол Канади в Україні Ро- 
ман Ващук. Він наголосив, що його країна і надалі готова 
підтримувати Україну у ситуації, що склалася внаслідок 
російської агресії. Водночас, на думку посла, поведінку 
російського керівництва завдяки санкціям Заходу вдалося 
дещо вгамувати. 

- Канада є одним із найбільших друзів України в 
ситуації, що склалася зараз. Реакція Канади на агресію 
Росії проти України була однією з найжорсткіших се- 
ред усіх країн на міжнародній арені. Чи не було яки- 
хось розбіжностей у цій позиції? Тому що, все-таки, 
керівництво Канади відразу впевнено почало називати 
агресію Росії проти України військовим вторгненням. 
Чи не було розбіжностей всередині Канади щодо цьо- 
го формулювання, і чому, на Вашу думку, деякі провідні 
гравці на міжнародній арені досі уникають таких кон- 
кретних слів? 

- Кожна країна має свою і внутрішню, і зовнішню 
ситуацію. У нас такий рішучий, як Ви сказали, жорсткий 
підхід, тому що в Канаді панує політичний консенсус 
щодо питань України. Коли був президент Порошенко у 
Канаді, його всі вітали стоячи. Резолюції щодо України 
приймаються одноголосно в парламенті, тут і уряд наш 
консервативний, опозиція ліберальна, і партія соціал- 

демократів чи навіть демократів погоджуються. Воно, 
я думаю, також є певним результатом отих 125 років 
українського поселення в Канаді. Для канадців не треба 
дуже пояснювати, де це Україна, хто це українці - це до- 
сить очевидно. І люди відчувають природну симпатію, 
співчуття, і вважають, що якщо є відвертий акт агресії 
чи навіть гібридний акт агресії, його треба чітко назвати 
і відповідно реагувати. 

- Але якщо говорити конкретно саме про санкції, 
тут уже мова йде не лише про політичну позицію. Це 
економічні заходи. Чи не було якогось тиску бізнесу на 
керівництво країни в тому, щоб, можливо, не запровад- 
жувати їх або робити їх не такими суворими? 

- Такого великого тиску від нашого бізнес-сектору, як 
в деяких інших країнах, не було. Знов-таки, в таких пи- 
таннях, я думаю, наш уряд керується передусім бажан- 
ням висловлюватись чітко і не замазувати картинку. Тут, 
знаєте, кожна країна, кожна політична сила виробляє 
свій стиль у таких питаннях. Ми останніми роками 
знаємо, що найкраще нам іде на міжнародній сцені, - 
не тільки в питаннях України, це у питаннях, скажімо, 
конфлікту на Близькому Сході чи інших таких випадках, 
— щоби чітко називати речі своїми іменами. 

— Санкції проти Росії запровадили також і в 
Європейському союзі. Преса у ЄС зараз активно 
підраховує збитки, яких зазнав бізнес в тій чи іншій країні 
цієї спільноти. Чи в Канаді вже рахували, яких збитків там 
зазнали через обмежувальні заходи щодо Росії? 

- Я думаю, підраховували. Але, по-перше, у нас то- 
варопотоки не є такими великими, як у деяких країнах 
Європейського союзу. У нас ці втрати обчислюються 
десятками й сотнями мільйонів, а не мільярдами. Тож 
великого якогось резонансу й дискусії чи між урядом і 
бізнесом, чи в пресі з цього приводу не було. 

- Зараз на якому етапі канадсько-російські відносини? 
Співпраця зберігається? 

- Вона зберігається в певних конкретних, прагма- 
тичних справах. Зокрема, що стосується, скажімо, 
співробітництва в арктичному регіоні, хоча й тут є певні 
розбіжності щодо майбутніх кордонів чи визначення 
континентального шельфу. Особливою теплотою наші 
відносини не характеризуються. 

- Ви згадали про Арктику, Чи не лунали з боку Росії 
якісь погрози на адресу Канади з цього приводу? 

- Погрози як такі - ні. Але, знаєте, тепер різні країни, 
зокрема Данія, визначили своє бачення картографії ар- 
ктичного регіону залежно від того, хто як інтерпретує дані 
про континентальний шельф. Всі тепер із цим визнача- 
ються перед комісією OOH, цей процес протікає мирно i 
спокійно, конфлікту як такого немає. Але, я Вам скажу, що 
в інших відносинах маємо тепер не найкращі часи. 

- A як у Канаді поставилися до пасажу прем'єр- 
міністра Канади Стівена Гарпера на саміті у Брісбені, 
коли він, принаймні за даними агентства «Блумберг», 
сказав Путіну, щоб той забирався з України? Не крити- 
кували? 

— Якоїсь такої широкої критики не було. Якщо поди- 
витися на опитування громадської думки, то після цього 
інциденту популярність прем'єр-міністра тільки зросла. 

- Яким Канада бачить вихід із ситуації, що склалася в 
Україні? Потрібно залишатися на цьому етапі санкцій? 
Санкції можуть зупинити Росію від поглиблення агресії? 

Я сподіваюся, що економічні потрясіння довели до 
певного отверезіння російське керівництво 

- Мені здається, що на даний момент ця відверта 
агресія застопорилася. Думаю, що тут санкції мали свій 
вплив. Ми вважаємо, що Україна сама найкраще знає, як 
бути у цій справі. Якщо тепер український уряд вибрав 
переговорний процес - із розрахунком, що це може роз- 
рядити ситуацію, - то ми, очевидно, всіляко підтримаємо 
ініціативу українського уряду. 

- Захід наполягав і наполягає, що icHye лише дипло- 


матичне вирішення цієї кризи. Навіть у ті моменти, 
коли була інформація про безпосереднє вторгнення 
російських військ на територію України. Чи можете 
Ви пояснити, чому позиція з приводу цієї російсько- 
української кризи залишається саме на рівні підтримки 
дипломатичного вирішення? 

- Мені здається, що ніхто не хоче ескалації і поширення 
конфлікту. Якщо одна сторона відверто доказує, що вона 
бачить мілітарну чи військову якусь розв'язку ситуації, 
то тоді Україні слід готуватися до можливих наслідків. Я 
сподіваюся, що якраз економічні потрясіння, які також 
тепер сталися і в Росії, довели до певного отверезіння 
російське керівництво, і що воно тепер буде більш гото- 
ве сприйняти українські мирні ініціативи. 

- Окрім заяв на підтримку України, з боку Заходу - 
принаймні останнім часом так точно - дедалі частіше 
лунають нагадування про необхідність проведення ре- 
форм. Наскільки Канада задоволена темпами реформу- 
вання в Україні i в яких напрямках готова допомагати з 
реформами? 

- Ми маємо широку програму підтримки реформ у 
різних галузях. Протягом 2014 року ми надали фінансову 
допомогу на суму 220 мільйонів доларів - це як части- 
на загального західного пакету економічної підтримки 
України. Крім того, маємо 51 мільйон доларів щорічної 
програми технічного співробітництва і підтримки ре- 
форм. Ще 15 мільйонів суто військових - матеріалів і 
підтримки. 

Отже, разом, як бачите, пакет виходить до 300 
мільйонів доларів протягом 2014 року. Ми маємо 
намір продовжувати у цьому ж темпі і в 2015 році. Чи 
задоволені ми? Ми розуміємо, що надзвичайно складна 
ситуація в Україні, що є спадщина багатьох років за- 
недбання чи заговорювання реформ. Однак, я б сказав 
зі своєї точки зору, що не потрібно впадати в другу ек- 
стрему - у максималізм, що якщо протягом дня, двох, 
тижня не виконалися всі можливі вимоги тієї чи іншої 
політичної сили чи експерта, значить, злили, значить, 
все пропало, можна ставити хрест на реформах. Навпа- 
ku. Кожен, хто працював в якійсь державній структурі, 
знає, що потрібно визначити правильну політику, але та- 
кож потрібні тижні, місяці, щоб її виробити, що не мож- 
на організувати ідеальний бюджетний процес через два 
тижні після створення уряду. Потрібно, щоб у кожному 
процесі і урядовці, і парламентарії це розуміли, знаходи- 
ли потрібні компроміси. Щоб люди бачили, що це про- 
сто перший етап реформування, і прямували далі. Тож 
я думаю, що як керівництву України, так і українцям- 
виборцям потрібне таке собі стратегічне терпіння. 

- Ви сказали про обсяги фінансової допомоги з боку 
Канади Україні. Чи може Канада допомагати практично, 
тобто якщо говорити не про фінансову підтримку, а саме 
про підтримку у впровадженні якихось інновацій? 

- Безумовно. Ядумаю, що протягом 2015 poky Mu, напри- 
клад, будемо запускати наш проект підтримки місцевого 
економічного розвитку в чотирьох областях України. Ми 
вже мали деякі успіхи у Львівській та Дніпропетровській 
областях, тепер будемо співпрацювати із Полтавською, 
Вінницькою, Запорізькою, Івано-Франківською областя- 
ми. Це дуже конкретні заходи, які дозволяють не тільки 
обласному центру, але і середнім, більшим містам даних 
областей себе представити, зробити їх привабливішими 
для інвестицій, скаталогувати переваги, по-новому 
співпрацювати і створити мережу на регіональному чи 
на субрегіональному рівні. Тож тут, я сподіваюся, буде 
можливо з людьми «на терені» зустрітися, поговорити 
про можливості. 

Ми підтримуємо програму - тепер дуже успішну 
- розвитку сімейного молочного фермерства в 
Дніпропетровській області. Там кооперативи сімейних 
господарств, які співпрацюють з фірмою Danone i дуже 
успішні як постачальники. Тобто створити можливості 
для пересічного міського, сільського українця, щоб він 
міг зайнятися своєю справою - це те, що ми пробуємо 
своїми програмами підтримати. 

- Чи допомагатиме Канада Україні у реформуванні 

оборонного сектору? 
- Так. У лютому очікуються курси стратегічного пла- 
нування для Генерального штабу i для середнього 
ешелону українських військовиків. Йдеться також про 
підвищення кваліфікації з надання першої допомоги у 
бойових умовах, йдеться про питання логістики. Отже, 
ціла низка різних програм співробітництва. Не тільки, 
скажімо, буде десь на початку цього 2015 року постав- 
ка нового мобільного військового шпиталю, тобто не 
тільки поставка цього всього, але й відповідний пакет і 
приїзд людей, які навчать відповідних навиків, як цією 
апаратурою користуватися, як її вмонтувати в українську 
систему. 

- Але в контексті саме українсько-російського 
конфлікту, чи планує Канада і надалі постачати неле- 
тальну зброю Україні? І чи не планує тут переглядати 
свій підхід - у напрямку, можливо, навіть летального 
озброєння? 

- Думаю, на даний момент це ще не є передбачене. 
Але тут треба буде слідкувати за обстановкою, і наші 
політичні керівники будуть, відповідно, удосконалювати 
наш підхід і політику. 

- Ви згадували про напрямки, в яких Канада готова 
допомагати Україні. Ви бачили склад нового уряду: там 


є управлінці з інших країн. А чи не було пропозиції чи 
прохань до Канади надати своїх фахівців? Тим паче, що 
у Канаді українська громада дуже потужна, можливо, це 
міг би бути український канадієць? Чи, може, ми будемо 
це бачити в майбутньому? 

- Мене вже питають із Канади: а де наш там в уряді. 
Тут не потрібно якоїсь пропорції ні між партіями, 
ніж між діаспорами - тут ідеться про фахівців, про 
те, хто є найкращим на своєму місці. Я думаю, що 
вибір щодо кандидатів, який уже був зроблений, вда- 
лий, і ми стараємося всіляко з цими людьми й їхніми 
міністерствами співпрацювати, Якщо потрібно, надаємо 
і дуже терміново (допомогу - ред.): попросили - за 
кілька днів вже радник приїжджає на місце, щоб там, 
можливо, якийсь новий план організації функціонування 
міністерства підготувати, щоб допомогти новим цим ко- 
мандам, щоб вони могли як найефективніше працювати. 
Отже, я недавно зустрічався з міністром економіки, з 
міністром фінансів ми в контакті. Тут, я думаю, на да- 
ний момент всякий талант, всякі знання, всякі здібності, 
які можуть бути мобілізовані для допомоги Україні, 
потрібні. А чи хтось має один, другий титул - TO вже не 
настільки важливо. 

- В одному зі своїх інтерв'ю Ви згадували про досвід 
Канади у нафтогазовому секторі, який може бути корисний 
Україні. А я в цьому контексті хотіла б згадати інший мо- 
мент, що Канада - одна 3 THX країн, які зараз пішли, скажімо 
так, за покликом 21-го століття і розвідують сланцеві родо- 
вища. Ви чули непідтверджену інформацію, що, можливо, 
Олеське родовище в Україні залишить компанія Chevron. 
Чи не хотіла б, наприклад, канадська нафтогазова компанія 
зайнятися цією справою? 

- Нафтогазові компанії завжди шукають, де є добрі 
можливості. Головне - щоб було законодавче поле, яке 
сприяє такій діяльності. Мені здається, тут наш досвід 
- а ми самі мусили спростити свої процедури, щоб за- 
лишитися конкурентоспроможними на міжнародному 
ринку капіталу - щодо розвитку нафтогазового сектору, 
може бути корисним Україні. Так само і з корисними ко- 
палинами: Канада є місцем, де зосереджена велика част- 
ка світових фінансових ресурсів для розвитку нафтога- 
зових i, скажімо, мінеральних копалин, розвідувальних 
робіт в тих галузях. Але одночасно ми є країною, яка має 
досить багаті ресурси і потребує забезпечити сприятливі 
умови для іноземних фірм, які хотіли б у нас працювати. 
Тож у нас є досвід і в експорті, і в імпорті капіталу. Це 
— щось, чим ми збираємося протягом наступного року 
також ділитися з нашими українськими партнерами. 

- Чи правильно я розумію, що Канада рекомендувала 
6 Україні спростити дозвільні процедури у роботі з ро- 
довищами? 

- Так. Ми тут мали недавно делегацію з провінції Аль- 
берта. Вонитепер мають один такий орган управлінський 
чи регуляторний, а раніше було шість. Ясно, що якщо ви 
спростили процедури, і компанія зацікавлена має справу 
тільки з одною конторою, їм значно легше започаткува- 
ти й здійснити проект. 

- Верховна Рада України наприкінці грудня проголо- 
сувала за скасування позаблокового статусу України. 
Підтримка серед українців ініціативи приєднатися до 
Північноатлантичного альянсу зросла за останній рік з усім 
зрозумілих причин. На Вашу думку, наскільки взагалі ця 
перспектива саме євроатлантичної інтеграції для України 
реальна i які першочергові кроки варто було б зробити, 
якщо дійсно орієнтуватися на вступ до НАТО? 

- Я думаю, вона настільки реальна, наскільки реальні 
зміни будуть проводитися у Збройних силах України, щоб 
їх наблизити до стандартів НАТО. Якщо йдеться про такі 
наміри тільки як політичний жест, то, очевидно, тоді це 
може залишитися в сфері нереального. Але я тут хотів 
би відзначити, що зокрема з приходом міністра, генерала 
Полторака ми бачимо набагато більше відкритості, наба- 
гато більше готовності переглянути старі схеми i запози- 
чити якісь успішні формули чи рецепти від партнерів. Ми 
сподіваємося, що якраз ця інтероперативність українських 
Збройних сил і Збройних сил Канади й інших членів альян- 
су піднесе рівень взаємної довіри до тої міри, що з часом 
питання України й альянсу стане менш символічним, а 
більш практичним. 

- Але Канада як залишалася, так і залишається 
країною, яка вітає прагнення України до НАТО? 

- Вітає, підтримує політику відкритих дверей НАТО. 
Кожна євроатлантична країна має право вибирати i до- 
лучатися до цього союзу. 

- Чи планує Канада долучитися до відбудови Донбасу? 
Ви знаєте, українська влада анонсує на кінець січня чи, 
можливо, на початок лютого донорську конференцію. Чи 
Канада має вже якісь плани щодо того, якими будуть ці 
інвестиції? У яких напрямках вона готова допомагати? 

- У цьому, як і в інших питаннях, ми будемо керувати- 
ся пріоритетами, які визначить Україна. І якими будуть 
ці пріоритети в 2015 році - це для нас буде визначаль- 
ним. Безумовно, питання відбудови Донбасу буде зале- 
жати від того також, якими частинами цих регіонів вла- 
да України буде керувати. Я думаю, що в нас жодного 
бажання фінансувати сепаратистські окуповані регіони 
немає на даний момент. I будемо чекати на плани 
українського уряду і будемо надіятися також, що мирні 
ініціативи України дозволять охопити такими планами 
цілий регіон Донбасу. 
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WALL OF REMEMBRANCE 


THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL TO THE VICTIMS OF COMMUNISM 


Construction on The National Memorial To The Victims 
of Communism will begin in early 2015. 


You can forever memorialize the name of а loved one 
on the Memorial to The Victims of Communism’s Wall 
of Remembrance with a $1000 donation. 


Space on the wall is limited. Make your donation today 
to ensure that the world never forgets the suffering 
endured under communism. 


_ Visit tributetoliberty.ca/contribute to donate 
~ or call Ludwik Klimkowski, Chair, Tribute to Liberty 
at: 1 (613) 841-2772 


MEMORIAL TO THE ee 


“VICTIMS OF asian | 


TRIBUTE ТО LIBERTY 


І 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, пре- 
совий референт НТШ. 
Конференція "Члени НТШ в 
науці? вже стала традиційною 
для Наукового Товариства 
ім.Шевченка в Торонто, де 
наприкінці року науковці знай- 


омлять всіх зацікавлених 3 
результатами їх поточних 
досліджень. Конференція 


2014 року відбулася 6 груд- 
ня в Інституті св.Володимира, 
що на вул.Спадайна в Торонто. 
Конференція проходила у двох 
сесіях та включала 7 наукових 
доповідей. 

Першу сесію, якою головувала 
професор Анна Ференц, відкрив 
кандидат історичних наук Ми- 
хайло | Траф'як || доповіддю 
"Четверта хвиля української 
еміграції до Канади: у цифрах, 
фактах, розповідях, особах". За 
дослідженням М.Траф'яка, чет- 
верта хвиля еміграції, що поча- 
лася від горбачовської перебудо- 
ви i розпаду Радянського Союзу, 
відрізняється цілим рядом осо- 
бливостей: люди виїжджали вже 
з незалежної України, а, отже, 
керувалися економічними, а не, 
як раніше, політичними мотива- 
ми; на їхнє рішення емігрувати 
значною мірою вплинули 
загальні процеси глобалізації; в 
ментальності представників цієї 
хвилі домінує світогляд, вихова- 
ний "совєтським) суспільсьтвом. 


Типові риси так зв. "совкової 
ментальності - соціальна 
лицемірність, неповага до за- 


кону, звичка до хабарництва, 
громадська пасивність. Однак, з 
плином часу, зауважує доповідач, 
значна частина четвертої хвилі 
не лише будує успішні приватні 
бізнеси, а й вливається у вже 
існуючі в Канаді українські 
громадські структури, наповнює 
церкви Торонто та околиць, а 
їхні діти українські школи. 
Виникають 1 нові організації, 
як, наприклад "Четверта хвиля», 
головою якої є А.Кисіль. Осо- 
бливе пожвавлення громадської 
діяльності представників 
четвертої хвилі спостерігається 
від початку Майдану: у допомозі 
Україні в скрутні часи бороть- 
би за незалежність та , проти 
російської інтервенції згурту- 
валася вся українська діаспора, 
організовуючи численні акції 
підтримки та збираючи мільйони 
доларів для допомоги землякам в 


Україні. 
У наступній доповіді під на- 
звою  "Пропогандивний рейд 


УПА в Західню Европу у 1946-48 
pp.” відомий історик, професор- 
емерит Університету MakMa- 
стер Петро Потічний ознайо- 


мив присутніх з дослідами 
його найновішої однойменної 
книги, яку можна було прид- 


бати на конференції. Хоча про 
рейди УПА на Захід існує вже 
чимало  дослідчої літератури, 
залишається | чимало  прога- 
лин. Заповненню деяких з них 
і присвячена здана розвідка 
проф. Потічного. Так, на основі 
існуючих списків вояків УПА, 
яким о вдалося пробитися до 
Німеччини, та які опинили- 
ся в чехословацькому полоні 
(загальне число 584 особи), 
проф. Потічний створив зведені 
таблиці, що подають псевдо та 
справжнє ім'я вояка, дату та 
місце народження, реєстраційне 
число та число протоколу, а та- 
кож частину, в якій служив у 
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Члени НТШ в науці 2014 


ФОТО — -Б. КОЛОС. 
Сидять (зліва направо): JI. Василів-Базюк, М. Кравець, П. Потічний, Х. Цурковська, Д. Даревич; 
Стоять. Микитюк, FO. Мончак, Д. Турчин-Дувірак, М. Трафі як. 


підпіллі, функції, які викону- 
вав, військовий ступінь, ступінь 
підвищення, військову та загаль- 
ну освіту. Оскільки "Великий 
Рейд? у 1947 році був обмежений 
до сотень Перемиського куреня 
УПА-Захід, то велика кількість 
вояків прибула з Лемківщини, 
Перемищини, Ярославщини та 
Любачівщини, а найменше було 
вояків з Холмщини. Вік вояків 
коливався між 19 і 27 роками. 
Загальний рівень освіти не був 
дуже високим: переважала на- 
родна школа (178 осіб), лише 
10 осіб навчалися у гімназії, 
лише дві особи почали вчитися в 
університеті. Щодо військового 
вишколу то переважна більшість 
отримала його безпосередньо в 
УПА. Хоча, підсумував проф. 
Потічний, з військової точки 
зору "Великий Рейд" 1947 року 
не був надто успішним, під 
політичним оглядом вояки Рей- 
дуючих Частин продемонструва- 
ли світові тверду волю боротися 
за суверенність українського на- 


роду. 
Якзавжди, велике зацікавлення 
викликала 0 доповідь доктора 


Юрія Мончака, професора ме- 
дичного факультету та керівника 
відділу експериментальної ме- 
дицини Університету Мак Пл 
в Монреалі. Його доповідь під 
інтригуючою назвою" Стовбурові 
клітини і клонування: перепро- 
грамуй мене, мамо" зосередила- 
ся на унікальних властивостях 
стовбурових клітин і захоплюю- 
чих перспективах їх застосу- 
вання в медицині. Так, вже на 
ранньому розвитку людський 
ембріон містить до 150 стовбу- 
рових клітин, кожна з яких має 
здатність "клоногенічності?, 
тобто, безкінечного самодублю- 
вання через симетричний поділ, 
а також потенціал асиметрич- 
ного поділу, коли одна дочірня 
клітина є стовбуровою, а інша 
- може диференціюватися у всі 
інші клітини тіла. Ці властивості 
мають величезне значення для 
майбутніх методів | лікування 
найрізноманітніших хвороб. 
Зокрема, інфаркт серця можна 
лікувати, вкладаючи стовбурові 
клітини у серцевий м'яз; діабет 
- вкладаючи клітини, що змо- 
жуть продукувати інсулін. Інші 
захворювання, які можна буде 


долати за допомогою стовбу- 
рових клітин - рак, глухота, 
хвороба Паркінсона, розсіяний 
склероз, сліпота, пошкодження 
хребта, м'язів, та ін. Перші кро- 
ки в ділянці клітинної терапії 
вже зроблено, однак головні 
революційні 0 перетворення в 
галузі медицини ще попере- 
ду. Як завжди, є і етичні про- 
блеми. Так, наприклад, завдяки 
маніпулюванню стовбуровими 
клітинами біологічними родича- 
ми дитини може стати будь-яка 
комбінація і кількість чоловіків 
та жінок. Однак, терапевтичні 
перспективи застосування стов- 
бурових клітин це все-таки 
найважливішиїй напрямок 
експериментальної медицини. 
Завершила | першу сесію 
доповідь сходознавця магістра 
Марини Кравець "До аналізи 
ідеологічного виправдан- 
ня анексії кримського ханату 
Російською імперією у XVII cr.” 
У світлі нинішньої російської 
анексії Криму, зазначила 
доповідач, особливо актуальним 
видається з дослідження  пере- 
думов та виправдань Росією її 
першої анексії Кримського Ха- 
нату у 1783 році. В московській 
ідеології війна з татарськими 
ханатами (в Казані, Астрахані, 
Сибіру 1, врешті, Криму) мала 
релігійний характер, як бо- 
ротьба православного христи- 
янства з "варварським" світом 
ісламу, особливо ж визволення 
християнських невільників з 
мусульманської неволі. У XVIII 
ст. кримсько-татарські набіги 
за полоненими поступово змен- 
шилися, частково під натиском 
Оттоманського султана, однак, 
Росія у воєнному відношенні 
почувалася достатньо | силь- 
ною, щоб продовжити свою 
експансію на південь та відкрити 
шлях до Чорного моря 1 Балкан. 
Спочатку Катерина Друга, за- 
воювавши Крим в 1771 році, 
вирішила, цілком в дусі епохи 
Просвітництва, подарувати йому 
незалежність від Османської 
імперії. Однак, внутрішні про- 
блеми Кримського ханату, та й 
величезні кошти, які вкладала 
Росія для його підтримки, дуже 
швидко змусили імператрицю 
змінити думку: в 1783 році Росія 
анексувала Крим як частину 


своєї території. Цікаво, що такі 
дії Росія знову ж таки виправ- 
довувала старими релігійними 
аргументами, | представляючи 
татар як споконвічних ворогів 
російського православного світу, 
хоча на той час набіги кримських 
татар за невільниками вже цілком 
припинилися. Марина Кравець 
пояснює цю аргументацію впли- 
вом Олекандра Безбородька, на 
той ac очільника російської 
іноземної політики: за поход- 
женням українець, BIH міг добре 
пам'ятати страхітливі татарські 
набіги на українські села, і це 
могло формувати його погляди. 

Друга сесія, яку проводив д-р 
Василь Сидоренко, була при- 
свячена / 100-літтю утворення 
Українських Січових Стрільців і 
включалатри доповіді. В доповіді 
"Людкевич і січове стрілецтво? 
музиколог д-р Дагмара 
Турчин-Дувірак розповіла про 
різноманітні зв'язки  видатно- 
го галицького композитора 3 
провідними організаторами 
УССусів В.Старосольським, 
І.Боберським, С.Томашівським, 
М.Волошином, та про ті тво- 
ри, які він писав в 1910- ро- 
ках на замовлення юнацьких 
товариств "Січ"? i "Сокіл", що 
в 1914 році склали кадрову 
основу Січового стрілецтва. На 
думку, ДЛурчин-Дувірак, ком- 
позиторська діяльність Людке- 
вича, що широко розгорнулася 
в 1900-1910х роках, була тим 
музичним підгрунтям, на якому 
потім сформувалася стрілецька 
пісня, а його обробки народ- 
них пісень, особливо ж, "Чор- 
на рілля ізорана? - мистець- 
кими прообразами для пісень 
Л.Лепкого,  Р.Купчинського і 
М.Гайворонського. | Людкевич 
був також єдиним професійним 
композитором, що написав 
симфонічний твір ("Стрілецька 
рапсодія")на мотиви стрілецьких 
пісень. 

Виступ магістра | Любові 
Василів-Базюк був присвячений 
повстанню в Підволочиськах 
2 лютого 1918 року і трагічній 
долі Дмитра  Задубери. 3a 
дослідженням мір.Василів Ба- 
зюк, Дмитро Задубера, родич 
доповідачки по материнській 
лінії, народився в селі Супранівка 
Ha Зборівщині, закінчив гімназію 


в Тернополі, потім, виїхавши 
до США, здобув там військову 
освіту, а повернувшись додому, 
нід час першої світової війни 
записався 0 Легіону УСС. 
Підстаршина Д.Задубера брав 
активну участь у повстанні 2 ли- 
стопада 1918 року, коли 2 тисячі 
повсталих українських патріотів, 
серед них лише 40 озброєних, по- 
валили австрійський уряд і вста- 
новили владу ЗУНР. Пізніше, як 
вдалося з'ясувати, Д.Задубера 
був старшиною в армії УГА та 
навіть брав участь в охороні уря- 
ду Симона Петлюри. Після до- 
вгих років пошуків, мгр.Василів- 
Базюк вдалося довідатися i про 
подальшу трагічну долю Заду- 
бери: в 1937 році він був ареш- 
тований, засуджений на 10 років 
заслання, де і загинув в 1938 
році. Про долю Дмитра Задубе- 
ри мгр.Василів-Базюк написала 
книгу "Крізь пекло вогню?, яку 
також можна було придбати на 
конференції. 

Останню доповідь "Мистецька 
спадщина Українських Січових 
Стрільців" магістр Христина 
Цурковська присвятила пам'яті 
свого діда — усусуса. Січові 
стрільці залишили надзвичай- 
но багату мистецьку спадщину. 
Коли Бойова Управа створила 
пресову квартиру легіону, то 
там об'єдналися кращі молоді 
мистецькі сили — письменни- 
ки, поети, малярі, композитори 
Курилас, Іванець, Буцманюк, 
Купчинський, 0 Гайворонський, 
Л.Лепкий, та інші. Вони до- 
дають до строю характерний 
головний убір -  мазепинку, 
проєктують відзначки, прапор 
і герб, видають часописи "Чер- 
вона  калина?,  "Самохотник?, 
малюють дотепні  карикату- 
ри, створюють чудові пісні. З 
усіх мистців доповідач вибра- 
ла трьох талановитих малярів, 
творчість яких проілюструвала 
численними репродукціями їх 
творів. Осип Курилас - реаліст- 
романтик, в часи війни малю- 
вав карикатури, поштівки, а 
по війні, як професор в школі 
Новаківського, творив портрети, 
пейзажі та ікони. Іван Іванець 
відзначився | майстерністю у 
зображенні коней і батальних 
сцен. На його стилі позначив- 
ся відчутний вплив німецького 
експресіонізму. В 1945 році він 
був заарештований радянськими 
органами і помер на засланні в 
Сибіру. Більше 700 його робіт, за- 
куплених Національним музеєм, 
було знищено енкаведистами. 
Юліан Буцманюк під час війни 
працював ілюстратором, фото- 
графом, репортером, а по війні 
найбільше прославився чудови- 
ми розписами церкви Василіян 
у Жовкві, Після другої світової 
війни емігрував до Канади i роз- 
писував церкву св/Йосафата в 
Едмонтоні. 

Конференція НТШ виклика- 
ла велике зацікавлення серед 
українців Торонто, тазібрала чис- 
ленну громаду, що взяла активну 
участь в обговоренні доповідей. 
Голова організаційного комітету 
мгрЛрина Микитюк  виступи- 
ла на початку конференції з 
вступним словом, а на почат- 
ку другої сесії - з короткою 
історичною довідкою про Легіон 
УСС. Як завжди, всіх учасників 
конфренції привітала голова 
НТШ в Канаді д-р Дарія Даре- 
вич. 
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Orthodox bishops greet 
the Nativity of our Lord describes WWII in 


Ed. Note: In the previous issue Ukrainian News 
published the Pastoral Letter of the Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Bishops of Canada on the occasion of the Feast 
of the Nativity of our Lord. Since the Epistle of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops was not available when 
that issue went to press, we are now publishing the 
Epistle of the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian 
Orthodox Hierarchs Beyond the Borders of Ukraine 
for the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord and God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

To the Venerable Clergy, Monastics and Faithful of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church Beyond the Borders 
of Ukraine and to our Brothers and Sisters of the Faith 
in Ukraine, 

“Beloved brothers and sisters: 
Christ is Born! 
“Do not be afraid...” 

These are the words of the angel to the shepherds 
when he announces that a Saviour has been born for 
us. “Do not be afraid” is also the greeting the angel 
gave to Zechariah in announcing the birth of John 
the Baptist and to the Mother of God in announcing 
the birth of Jesus. Finally, the Lord in His own words 
often tells people not to be afraid: “Fear is useless; 
what is needed is trust.” 

There are many reasons for us to be afraid this 
sacred time of the Nativity of our Lord. The atrocities 
of the world have displaced countless people and dey- 
astated many homes and homelands. The unspeakable 
tragedy in our ancestral Ukraine has left us reeling in 
the face of evil. It is in this context that we, the bish- 
ops of the Holy Church, address you this sacred Na- 
tivity season. We must stand together in the Love of 
the newborn Christ Child to face the suffering world 
around us. It is good that we are together and that we 
hear words of hope in the midst of fear. It is under- 
standable that we are afraid, but in the midst of so 
much tragedy, together we place our trust in the God, 
Who never abandons us during such times. 

At the glorious celebration of the Nativity of our 

_Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we warmly greet and 
embrace all the children, young adults, adults and sen- 
iors of our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church through- 
out the world. We want you to know that with full 
trust in God’s promise, our love and prayers as your 
Spiritual Fathers encompass you during this Nativity 
Holy Day when you gather for worship and fellow- 
ship with friends and family. 

The Nativity of Christ is the Feast of Light. On 
Christmas Eve, the glory of the Lord enveloped the 
shepherds with the pure light from heaven and they 
were filled with great fear as the angel of the Lord 
gave them the Good News of the birth of the Saviour. 
The God-Child born at Bethlehem is the Word of God 
made flesh, the true Light that enlightens all who are 
born into this world. 

The Nativity of Christ is the Feast of Peace. The an- 
gels from heaven proclaimed it so as they announced 
the birth of the Son of God and sang in the very first 
Christmas carol: “Glory to God in the highest and 
peace to his people on earth.” Every Nativity season, 
the words, “Sleep in heavenly peace” are sung in our 
churches, in our homes, in the streets and at Bethle- 
hem. 

The Nativity of Christ is the Feast of Love. It is a 
mystery for which we need eyes wide-open and hearts 
renewed to adore Love Incarnate. We are compelled to 
share that Love with love for our brothers and sisters, 
especially those who suffer most the consequences of 


disaster and economic crisis, those who suffer loneli- 
ness, pain and infirmity. Remember, the Nativity ex- 
perience cannot exist when we block or ignore such 
Love. Our Lord reminds us that only those who know 
and share that Love with hearts like those of a child 
can fully understand and live the Nativity experience. 
Those who enclose themselves in selfishness will go 
through the Nativity Feast without comprehending 
and celebrating it in their hearts and in their lives. 

A Child—born for us! Light! Peace! Love! These are 
the images we treasure during this holy season. Yet, 
even as He lies in the manger, we can already foresee 
the impending suffering of the Cross in the senseless 
slaughter of the Holy Innocents to appease the уап- 
ity of the ruling Herod. Are the evil Herods of today 
any different? In spite of what was to come, that Child 
grew and matured into the One Who would save our 
souls. Our lives are a mix of good and evil, of joy and 
sorrow, of hope and despair, of happiness and pain. As 
we look upon this Child with awe, we are very much 
aware of the slaughter of children today who never get 
a chance to live! This Child causes us to fall down in 
worship, praise and thanksgiving; the holy innocents 
of our own time cause us to question the values of a 
world where one person’s choice trumps another per- 
son’s life! 

The Nativity of Jesus Christ is a time to rejoice and 
give thanks for the gift and blessings of life. It is also 
a time to be generous toward others who may not be 
so blessed — so that the life of each and of all might 
be nurtured and supported. Together, we turn to the 
Author of Life in profound gratitude. May your pray- 
er, worship and acts of charity to those in need at this 
Nativity celebration lead you to a profound encounter 
with Christ that you, perhaps, never considered pos- 
sible! It is the power of giving one’s “self” away — as 
did Jesus Christ, Who is and always has been One with 
God the Father and the Holy Spirit gave of Him-“self” 
— that transforms us as the human creation, that trans- 
figures each of us as individuals of that creation and 
brings us closer to true unity with God. 

Beloved clergy, brothers and sisters in Christ, we 
send you our sincere Nativity greetings in the Lord 
and we pray that the Light, Peace and Love of that first 
Nativity shine in your lives and through you into the 
lives of all who cross your path, for when we bear wit- 
ness to that Light, Peace and Love, we are on the path 
leading to the realization of what we were created for 
and to our ultimate goal for eternity 
May you have a loving and holy Nativity and a blessed 
New Year 2015 in our Lord! 

With prayers and hierarchical blessings, 
+ YURIJ, Metropolitan 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 
+ ANTONY, Metropolitan 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA 
Locum Tenens of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
Diaspora 
З IOAN, Archbishop 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora 
+ JEREMIAH, Archbishop 
Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of Brazil and South 
America 
7 ILARION, Bishop 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 
+ ANDRIY, Bishop 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 
+ DANIEL, Bishop 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA 


Russia to boost combat capabilities 
in Crimea, Kaliningrad, Arctic 


(RFE/RL)—Russia has announced plans to 
strengthen its military capabilities on the annexed 
Crimean Peninsula, in the Arctic, and in its 
westernmost territory — the exclave of Kaliningrad. 

General Valery Gerasimoy, the chief of the Russian 
military's General Staff, said on January 13 that in 
2015 “the Defense Ministry will focus its efforts on 
increasing the combat capabilities of its units and 
increasing combat strength in accordance with the 
military development plans. 

“Special attention will be given to the groups. in 
Crimea, the Kaliningrad region and the Arctic,” 
Gerasimoy said. 

All three regions are the focus of tension or potential 


rivalry with the United States and NATO . 

Russia’s new military doctrine, signed by President 
Vladimir Putin in December, underlines the need to 
protect Russia’s interests in the Arctic. 

Like the previous doctrine, it identifies NATO 
expansion as a threat to Russian security. 

Kaliningrad is sandwiched between EU and NATO 
members Poland and Lithuania. 

Russia annexed Crimea from Ukraine last March in 
a move that severely strained Moscow’s ties with the 
West. 

They have been further damaged by Moscow’s 
support for separatists in a deadly conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. 


13 


New book 


Ukraine through 
eyewitness 


(The Written Word)—A memoir written in novel form, Army of Worn 
Soles tells the true story of the Second World War in Ukraine through the 
eyes of a soldier. It’s now available in print as well as e-book format. 

The book is the account of Maurice Bury, a Canadian living in Ukraine 
in 1941. He was conscripted into the Red Army in March, and had not 
even completed his officer training when Germany launched Operation 
Barbarossa, the invasion of the USSR on June 22, 1941. 

Maurice Bury was born in Montreal in 1919 to Ukrainian immigrants, 
who started a successful business. When the Great Depression reduced 
the family business, their mother took the children back to the family 
farm, which at the time was within Poland. The move was supposed to 
be temporary, and the family intended to reunite in Canada when the 
Depression ended. Those plans ended with the outbreak of war and the 
division of Poland between Nazi Germany and the USSR in 1939. 

In 1941, the Soviet Union drafted Maurice Bury into the Red Army 
officer corps and put him in charge of an anti-tank unit when the Germans 
attacked. Army of Warn Soles tells the story of how Maurice kept the 
men under his command alive through scorched earth, meagre supplies, 
unstoppable panzers and the horror of starvation in a German POW camp. 

After the war, Maurice returned home to Montreal, where he eventually 
became a leader in the Ukrainian-Canadian community. He served as 
President of the Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Reading Society (Prosvita) 
of Montreal for over 30 years. He passed away in Montreal in 2003, at the 
age of 84. 

The author of Army of Worn Soles is Scott Bury, a journalist and 
novelist living in Ottawa. “Maurice Bury was my father-in-law, and I 
was always curious about his wartime experiences,” says the author. “I 
was particularly struck by his description of the poor quality equipment 
the Soviet soldiers had. Their boots quickly wore out and the army was 
unable to give them new ones. 

“I knew these experiences would make a compelling book. Maurice 
verified my depiction of his stories before he passed away. I used the time 
since then to do the research into the historical details about the war. 

“There are few books available in English that present a personal 
story from the eastern front of the Second World War, and none that I’ve 
found about a Ukrainian- Canadian’s experience. In that way, this book is 
unique,” he adds. 

Scott Bury is also the author of The Bones of the Earth, a historical 
fantasy set in sixth-century Eastern Europe, and One Shade of Red, a 
romantic spoof. Army of Worn Soles was produced by Independent 
Authors International, a co-operative group of publishing professionals 
that ensures all books bearing its codicil adhere to professional highest 
standards of editorial, design and book manufacturing. It is available as 
an e-book through Amazon and affiliated websites, and in print through 
distributors. 

For more information: [hor George Lomaga, Toronto contact, The 
Written Word Communications Company. Tel: 905-629-9207. E-mail: 
<lomaga@bell.net.> Website: www.iauthorsi.org 


The true story of a Ukrainian Canadian 
drafted into the Red Army in World War II 


Get it from Amazon in paperback and e-book 


or ask you bookstore to order it. 


Toronto event also 


honours Yaremko 


(CIUS}—December 7, some 
80 supporters of the Hrushevsky 
Translation Project joined family 
and friends of the late John Yarem- 
ko at St. Vladimir Institute in To- 
ronto to launch a new volume of 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s History of 
Ukraine-Rus’ and to honor the vol- 
ume’s sponsor. The event was or- 
ganized by the Peter Jacyk Centre 
for Ukrainian Historical Research 
of the Canadian Institute of Ukrain- 
ian Studies (University of Alberta) 
together with St. Vladimir Institute 
and the Ukrainian Canadian Re- 
search and Documentation Centre 
of Toronto. 

Volume 10 of the History, subtitled 
The Cossack Age, 1657-1659, is the 
last of Hrushevsky’s multivolume 
work to be written by the master his- 
torian. The unfinished original was 
edited by his daughter, Kateryna, 
and published in 1936, two years 
after Hrushevsky’s death. The cen- 
tral historical figure of the volume is 
Bohdan Khmelnytsky’s successor as 

7 hetman, Ivan Vyhovsky, whose por- 
trait appears on the volume’s hand- 
some cover. The volume explores 
the tense situation among the Cos- 
sacks after Khmelnytsky’s death and 
Vyhovsky’s negotiations with both 
the Muscovite and Polish-Lithuan- 
ian sides in an effort to secure his 
hetmancy and the Cossack state. The 
new English-language publication 
features two introductions as well as 
extensive bibliographical material. 
In the first introduction, consulting 
editor Andrew В. Pernal discusses 
Hrushevsky’s sources and the struc- 
ture of the volume. The second intro- 
duction, by consulting editor Yaro- 
slav Fedoruk, gives a factual and 
moving account of Hrushevsky’s 
creative work during his final years, 
which was carried out under increas- 
ing surveillance, arrest, and exile by 
the Soviet government. 

The Toronto launch and celebra- 
tion opened with a greeting by Paul 
Strathdee, president of St. Vladimir 
Institute, who noted the abiding 
importance of Mykhailo Hrushev- 
sky’s work and spoke of John 
Yaremko as one of the institute’s 
founding members. Strathdee then 
introduced the audience to three 
sisters of Yaremko’s who were 
present, Rosalie Yaremko, Lucy 
Migus, and Jeanette Cooke, togeth- 
er with Yaremko’s niece Héléne 
Yaremko-Jarvis. Very Reverend 
Bohdan Sencio offered a benedic- 
tion and prayers of remembrance. 
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Vol. 10 of Hrushevsky’s History launched 


Paul R. Magoesi, Frank E. Sysyn, and Nadia Jacyk (second row), and John Yaremko’s sisters Rosalie, Lucy, 
and Jeanette (first row). 


Dr. Frank E. Sysyn, director of 
the Jacyk Centre, then addressed 
the audience. He recalled that in 
founding the Jacyk Centre, the late 
Peter Jacyk stipulated that its ma- 
jor undertaking be the publication 
of a full English-language version 
of Hrushevsky’s monumental his- 
tory, thus initiating the Hrushevsky 
Translation Project (HTP). He went 
on to speak of Hrushevsky’s dedi- 
cation, industry, and achievement 
in preparing the final volume of 
his History despite the tumultuous 
and threatening circumstances of 
its writing. As editor in chief of the 
English-language publication, Dr. 
Sysyn outlined some of the com- 
plexities involved in translating 
and preparing the Hrushevsky vol- 
umes, as well as the multiple tasks 
undertaken by the НТР team of 
staff editors and consulting schol- 
arly editors to assure complete and 
accurate English-language  edi- 
tions. He noted in particular the tal- 
ented work of Myroslav Yurkevich, 
managing editor of volume 10, and 
the contributions of consulting 
editors Professor Pernal and Dr. 
Fedoruk and HTP managing editor 
Uliana M. Pasicznyk. Dr. Sysyn 
said that Yaremko, as the first 
Ukrainian-Canadian to be elected 
to the Ontario parliament, under- 
stood the importance of Hrushey- 
sky’s work for restoring and ampli- 
fying Ukrainians’ knowledge of 


their past. He spoke warmly of the 
care Mrs. Rose Sametz and the late 
William Sametz of Toronto gave 
Yaremko in his later years, includ- 
ing support of his decision to help 
fund the Hrushevsky Translation 
Project. Dr. Sysyn expressed grati- 
tude in particular to the late Yarem- 
ko for his sponsorship of volume 
10, noting the contribution in his 
memory of the Chair of Ukrainian 
Studies Foundation (Toronto). 
Professor Paul R. Magocsi, 
holder of the John Yaremko Chair 
of Ukrainian Studies at the Univer- 
sity of Toronto and member of the 
Chair of Ukrainian Studies Foun- 
dation, spoke from the perspective 
of teaching history at the univer- 
sity. He expressed satisfaction that 
because English-language versions 
of several volumes of Hrushev- 
sky’s History now exist, students 
of those periods no longer need to 
rely on the histories of the Russian 
scholars Soloviev and Kliuchey- 
sky. Professor Magocsi also spoke 
of the remarkably high quality of 
the English-language volumes of 
Hrusheysky’s History, noting in 
particular their wealth of verified 
and updated bibliographic data and 
newly drawn and highly usable 
maps. Each of the History’s trans- 
lated volumes is a major scholarly 
work in its own right, declared 
Professor Magocsi. Pointing out 
that volumes 2, 3, 4, and 5, now in 


editorial preparation by the HTP 
(already published are volumes 
1, 6, 7, 8, 9, book І and book 2 in 
two parts, in addition to 10), focus 
on the little-researched period of 
the 12th through 15th centuries in 
Ukrainian history, he anticipated 
the especially valuable contribu- 
tion that their English-language 
editions will be to historical schol- 
arship. 

Oksana Zakydalsky briefly intro- 
duced a video of an interview she 
conducted with John Yaremko 
some years ago. The audience then 
had the opportunity to view the 
video and hear Yaremko himself 
speak of his upbringing, his aca- 
demic, professional, and personal 
experience as a lawyer and pol- 
itician, and his rediscovery as ап 
adult of the history of the Ukrain- 
ian people as part of his own. He 
recalled his indignation at their 
centuries-long subordination and 
limited opportunities in their own 
land, as well as his admiration 
that despite these circumstances 
Ukrainians had managed to pre- 
serve and develop their identity 
and culture. In recalling his multi- 
faceted political service in Canada, 
he emphasized his consistent com- 
mitment to human and civil rights 
and efforts as minister of citizen- 
ship to foster the integration rather 
than assimilation of newcomers 
that today is a hallmark of Can- 


ada’s multicultural society. 

Marta D. Olynyk, translator of 
volume 10 and other volumes of 
the History, offered the audience 
a unique insight into Mykhailo 
Hrushevsky’s commitment to 
scholarship. As a seventeen-year- 
old student the future histor- 
ian learned that in the year of his 
birth, 1866, not a single scholarly 
book in the Ukrainian language 
had been published in the Russian 
empire, owing to the severe restric- 
tions mandated by the tsar’s Valuev 
circular. He vowed to repair that 
void through his own publications. 
Hrushevsky kept that promise, 
managing in his lifetime to produce 
and publish some 2,000 works of 
scholarship. 

Dr. Marko R. Stech, executive 
director of CIUS Press, noted the 
generous support Yaremko and 
his late wife Mary had given to 
a broad range of Ukrainian aca- 
demic and cultural institutions, 
especially in endowing Ukrain- 
ian courses at York University. He 
also acknowledged work by other 
members of the HTP team, notably 
technical editor and indexer Tania 
Plawuszezak-Stech, mapmaker 
Wendy Johnson, and cover de- 
signer Michael Cherkas. Dr. Stech 
thanked the audience for their at- 
tendance and invited them to visit 
the CIUS Press book table to view 
and purchase volume 10, as well as 
other volumes of the History and 
publications of the press. 

Nadia Jacyk, president of the 
Petro Jacyk Education Foundation 
and daughter of the founder of the 
Jacyk Centre, expressed gratitude 
to Dr. Sysyn and the HTP team 
for realizing her father’s goal of 
publishing a full English transla- 
tion of Hrusheysky’s History. She 
also expressed gratitude for the 
Yaremko sponsorship of volume 
10, noting that her late father had 
respected John Yaremko’s passion, 
drive, and commitment to Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian community. Ms. 
Jacyk then presented the Yaremko 
family with copies of her father’s 
biography, Leaving Home. The 
afternoon concluded with a recep- 
tion in the vestibule of St. Vladimir 
Institute. 

Volume 10 of the History of 
Ukraine Rus’ is available from CIUS 
Press for $119.95. To place an or- 
der for this volume, other volumes 
of the History, or any CIUS publi- 
cation, visit http://www.ciuspress. 
com; phone (780) 492-2973; or write 
CIUS Press, 430 Pembina Hall, Uni- 
versity of Alberta, Edmonton, AB, 
Canada T6G 2H8. 


New film documents Canada’s military aid to Ukraine 


(UCC National)—To mark the arrival of Canadian 
non-lethal aid to the Ukrainian military via transport 
plane, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress collaborated 
with #BABYLON’13 to produce a film highlighting the 
cooperation between the Ukrainian Canadian community 
and the Government of Canada to ensure that these 
desperately-needed military grade winter uniforms, boots 
and other assistance reached Ukrainian soldiers on the front 
lines. 

The UCC requested that Canadian volunteers participate 
in this mission and they served under the stewardship of 
Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine, His Excellency Roman 
Waschuk. 

Lenna Koszarny, Chair of the UCC Ukraine Advisory 
Council led the Canadian volunteers, long-term, active 
members of the Ukrainian business community. The UCC 
thanks and recognizes Roman Sawycky and Bryan Disher 
for their contribution. The Canadians worked in tandem with 
Ukrainian volunteers led by Bohdan Kovalev, a member of 


the Volunteer Council appointed by Ukrainian President 
Poroshenko and overseen by Yuriy Biryukov and David 
Arakhamia, who are assisting the Ukrainian government to 
reform the Ministry of Defence. 

“What impressed us most was how quickly the aid 
was sent to Ukraine by the Canadian government 
then deployed by the Ukrainian Defence Ministry and 
volunteers to soldiers in need of warm clothing,” stated 
Koszarny, Jan. 9. “The aid was announced by Canadian 
Defence Minister Rob Nicholson on November 26; the 
transport plane left the next day and arrived in Ukraine 
on November 28. Thousands of items were unloaded from 
the transport plane to a central army warehouse, massive 
inventory counts were undertaken, all overseen by 
volunteers. Within a week of the plane landing in Ukraine, 
boots, jackets, pants and gloves were already being worn 
by soldiers in forward bases prior to deployment to the 
frontlines. Our volunteers look forward to meeting the 
next shipment of Canadian non-lethal aid that is arriving 


by ship this week in Odesa, Ukraine.” 

This short film documents the arrival of the aid in Kyiv, 
then distribution to one of the army bases, to the soldiers of 
the 93rd battalion stationed outside of Dnipropetrovsk, prior 
to their deployment to the frontlines. #BABYLON?’13, a 
Ukrainian art collective, began documenting the Revolution 
of Dignity in Ukraine from its first days in November 2013 
and donated their time to shoot, edit and produce this film. 
UCC thanks #BABYLON’ 13 for their generous contribution. 

“We wish to thank the Government of Canada for their 
unwavering commitment to Ukraine during these challenging 
times precipitated by Russia’s invasion and occupation of 
Crimea and the Russian-led and sponsored aggression in 
Eastern Ukraine,” stated UCC President Paul Grod. “The 
Ukrainian Canadian community applauds the principled 
stance adopted by Canada in its support of Ukraine. I would 
like to express our sincere gratitude for this much-needed 


non-lethal aid, training and other support provided to the 


Ukrainian military.” 
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EU parliament condemns 
Russia’s ‘expansionist policy’ 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The European Раг- 
liament expressed its full solidarity with 
Ukraine and its people, and condemned the 
acts of terrorism and criminal behaviour of 
the separatists and other irregular forces in 
eastern Ukraine. 

A majority of the MEPs backed the rela- 
tive resolution on Ukraine in Strasbourg on 
Jan. 15. 

“[The European Parliament] strongly con- 
demns Russia’s aggressive and expansionist 
policy, which constitutes a threat to the unity 
and independence of Ukraine and poses a 
potential threat to the EU itself,” reads the 
approved document. 

The MEPs drew attention to the illegal 
annexation of Crimea and waging an un- 
declared hybrid war against Ukraine, includ- 
ing information war, blending elements of 
cyber warfare, use of regular and irregular 
forces, propaganda, economic pressure, 
energy blackmail, diplomacy and political 
destabilization. 

The EP stressed that these actions are in 
breach of international law and constitute a 
serious challenge to the European security 
situation. 

“{The European parliamentarians] empha- 
sized that there is no justification for the use 
of military force in Europe in defense of so- 
called historical and security motives or for 
the protection of one’s so-called "сотраїгі- 
ots living abroad’, and called on Moscow to 
stop escalating the situation by immediately 
halting the flow of weapons, mercenaries and 
troops in support of the separatist militants 
and to use its influence with the separatists 
to convince them to engage in the political 
process,” said the document. 


The document also urges to continue the 
current EU sanctions regime as long as Rus- 
sia does not fully respect and deliver on its 
Minsk obligations. 

The European Commission stressed the 
need to adopt a clear set of benchmarks 
which, when achieved, could prevent impos- 
ing new restrictive measures against Russia 
or lead to lifting of the previous ones, in- 
cluding: implementation of the ceasefire, un- 
conditional withdrawal from Ukraine of all 
Russian troops and Russian-backed illegal 
armed groups and mercenaries; exchange 
of all prisoners including Nadia Savchenko, 
and restoration of Ukraine’s control over its 
whole territory, including Crimea. 

Otherwise, the European Council to take 
up further restrictive measures and broaden 
their scope, by covering the nuclear sector 
and by limiting the ability of Russian enti- 
ties to conduct international financial trans- 
actions, according to the resolution’s text. 

However, the document says that the polit- 
ical and diplomatic channels towards Russia 
must stay open in order to enable diplomatic 
solutions to the conflict, and therefore sup- 
ports formats such as Geneva and Normandy 
if tangible results can be achieved. 

Besides, it calls on the European Com- 
mission and the Commissioner for European 
Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement to 
prepare and present to Parliament within two 
months a communication strategy to counter 
the Russian propaganda campaign directed 
towards the EU, its eastern neighbours and 
Russia itself, and to develop instruments that 
would allow the EU and its Member States 
to address the propaganda campaign at Euro- 
pean and national level. 


EU parliament urges major 
assistance plan for Ukraine 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The European  Раг- 
liament on Jan. 15 said that the Association 
Agreement between Ukraine and EU should 
constitute the roadmap for swift necessary re- 
forms that need to be urgently implemented, 
despite the difficult war environment in parts 
of the Luhansk and Donetsk Oblasts. 

This follows from the recently EP ap- 
proved resolution on Ukraine. 

The document stresses swifter and more 
substantial technical assistance for Ukraine. 

The MEPs urged the Ukrainian authorities 
to set up an EU Integration and Assistance 
Coordination Ministry or Office, and a high- 
level inter-ministerial coordination commit- 
tee which would be vested with powers to ef- 
fectively monitor and supervise the progress 
of EU approximation and reforms and would 
be able to prepare and coordinate their im- 
plementation. 

“{The European parliament] strongly be- 
lieves that an ambitious anti-corruption pro- 
gramme, including zero tolerance for cor- 
ruption, is urgently needed in Ukraine; calls 
on the Ukrainian leadership to eradicate sys- 
tematic corruption by immediate and effect- 
ive implementation of the National Strategy 
against Corruption,” reads the document. 

Moreover, the EP welcomed the request 
by Ukraine to Interpol and the issuing of 
an arrest warrant against former President 
Yanukovych on charges of embezzlement of 
public funds. 

The MEPs noted that on July 16, 2014 the 
Council of the European Union lifted the 
arms embargo on Ukraine, and that there are 
thus now no objections or legal restrictions 
to prevent Member States from providing 
defensive arms to Ukraine. 

The EP believes EU should explore ways to 
support the Ukrainian Government in enhan- 
cing its defense capabilities and the protection 
of Ukraine’s external borders, based on the 
experience of the transformation of the armed 
forces of the former Warsaw Pact EU Mem- 
ber States, especially within the framework of 
training missions already provided for armed 
forces in other parts of the world; supports the 
existing delivery of non-lethal equipment. 


They noted the adoption of a law that abol- 
ishes the ‘non-aligned status’ of the state. 

According to the document, the EP sup- 
ports the position of President Poroshenko 
that Ukraine now urgently needs to focus on 
political, economic and social reforms and 
that NATO accession is an issue that should 
be put to the people’s judgment in an all- 
Ukrainian referendum at a later stage. 

Besides, the resolution also stresses the 
importance of a commitment by the inter- 
national community to support economic and 
political stabilization and reform in Ukraine 
and invites the Commission and the Mem- 
ber States to develop a major assistance plan 
for Ukraine based on ‘more for more’ and 
conditionality, and to step up their efforts in 
rendering assistance to Ukraine by, inter alia, 
organizing a donor/ investment conference 
and cooperating with international financial 
institutions in order to define further steps 
for addressing the economic and financial 
recovery of Ukraine. 

It welcomes the EUR 11 billion support 
package for Ukraine to be disbursed over the 
next few years, as well as the proposal by the 
Commission to extend an additional EUR 
1.8 billion in medium-term loans. 

The MEPs also called for the resumption 
of a genuine and inclusive national dialogue 
that could also lead to a solution for the pay- 
ment of social allowances and pensions and 
the provision of humanitarian assistance by 
the Ukrainian Government to the conflict- 
zone population. 

It is of crucial importance to impartially 
and effectively investigate all major mo- 
ments of violence, including those of Mai- 
dan, Odesa, Mariupol, Slovyansk, and Поу- 
aysk, the document said. 

They also welcomed the decision by the 
French government to halt the delivery of 
the Mistral helicopter carriers. 

Furthermore, the resolution reiterates EP 
support for the international investigation 
into the circumstances of the tragic down- 
ing of Malaysian Airlines Flight MH17, and 
reiterates its call for those responsible to be 
brought to justice. 
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Denunciations rise alarmingly in Donbas 


By Ilya Trebor, 
with contributions from Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—The website of the pro-Kyiv 
authorities in the eastern city of Donetsk 
features the photographs of dozens of local 
residents that have disappeared and are be- 
lieved to be in the custody of the pro-Russian 
separatists that control parts of southeastern 
Ukraine around both Donetsk and Luhansk. 

There are many ways to end up ina separa- 
tist jail — being caught outside after curfew, 
failing to produce acceptable documents, or 
simply arousing the suspicion of one of the 
many masked men patrolling the streets with 
automatic weapons. 

And, increasingly, one can end up there as 
а result of the old Soviet-style method of de- 
nunciation. More and more cases of people 
detained “under the testimony of neigh- 
bours” are being uncovered. 

In October, a document appeared on social 
media that purported to be a denunciation 
form from the separatist authorities of Don- 
etsk that people could use to report about “a 
citizen who is not worthy of occupying the 
honored position of a citizen of the DNR 
[Donetsk People’s Republic] and needs to be 
isolated” and who “carried out illegal асіїу- 
ities not in correspondence with the general 
policies of the Donetsk People’s Republic 
and the interests of our country.” 

The photographed document accused a 
local whose name was obscured of insult- 
ing two DNR functionaries, calling for the 
“physical destruction” of the DNR leader- 
ship, and “offending those who support the 
idea of the DNR.” Р 

At around the same time, another denunci- 
ation raised eyebrows in Luhansk. In this in- 
stance, it came from the separatist, selfpro- 
claimed “culture minister,” Irina Filatova. 

“T ask you to take measures to detain 
and punish according to martial law Yelena 
Vladimiroyna Krasnoyskaya...,” Filatova 
says in a letter. She goes on to claim that 
Krasnovskaya “performed rituals” at a city 
cemetery that were intended to “weaken the 
statehood of the Luhansk People’s Republic 
[LNR] and bring harm to the health of its cit- 
izens.” 

“According to the testimony of neigh- 
bours, she supports the Kyiv junta and is 
set against the LNR and Donbas,” the de- 
nunciation continues. “I request that you 
investigate the incendiary activity of Ye. V. 


Krasnovskaya and determine a just means of 
punishment, including execution by shoot- 
ing according to the regime of martial law.” 

Last month, a businesswoman from Don- 
etsk named Svitlana Matushko told RFE/ 
RL that she spent one week in captivity in 
Donetsk after a man she had been dating 
denounced her for allegedly reporting on 
separatist militia positions to the Ukrainian 
military. 

Ukraine’s Interior Ministry recently re- 
leased a statement from a Donetsk resi- 
dent identified only as Dmytro, who told 
of a 27-year-old neighbour who got into a 
dispute with another neighbour over some 
money that she borrowed. 

The conflict led to a loud argument in 
front of the building one day in July, Dmytro 
claims, in which the woman’s father sided 
with the neighbour and asked his daughter to 
repay the debt. 

“On the next day, two cars without license 
plates pulled up to our building,” Dmytro’s 
statement reads. “The woman got out of the 
first car and some guys from DNR got out of 
the second. After a little while, they brought 
out the neighbour and the father in hand- 
cuffs, pushed them into the back of the cars 
and drove off. We didn’t see them again.” 

Dmytro adds in his statement that he sup- 
ports the DNR, although the incident in his 
building disturbed him. 

Such occurrences appear to have eerie 
echoes of the Stalinist era of terror in the 
former Soviet Union, where pre-emptive ac- 
cusations were commonplace. 

Wendy Goldman, a professor of history at 
Carnegie Mellon University and author of 
“Inventing The Enemy: Denunciation And 
Terror In Stalin’s Russia,” argues that the 
tactic played a major role in intensifying and 
spreading fear and repression under Stalin. 

In a 2011 interview about her book, Gold- 
man argued that “ordinary Soviet citizens 
participated widely and actively in the Ter- 
ror.” 

“These behaviors were motivated by 
genuine belief in alleged enemies, by fear 
of exposure or attack, and in many cases 
by both,” Goldman said. “Faith in and fear 
of the state operated at the same time and 
often were intertwined in the responses of 
the same person. Many of the strategies that 
people used to protect themselves increased 
the risk to others and help spread the terror.” 


Verdicts expose horrors of Russian 


justice system, 


(UkrNews)—The guilty verdicts and harsh 
sentences against 57 defendants accused of 
participating in an armed attack in the North 
Caucasus republic of Kabardino-Balkaria in 
2005 are a huge miscarriage of justice, said 
Amnesty International Dec. 23. The defend- 
ants were detained for nine years in deplor- 
able conditions with testimonies extracted 
under torture and admitted as evidence. 

Five of the defendants received life sen- 
tences and the others received sentences of 
between four and 23 years in prison. 

“This is a textbook case of criminal injus- 
tice, where the authorities manifestly refused 
to investigate allegations of torture, despite 
overwhelming evidence, and the defendants 
languished for nine years in pre-trial deten- 
tion, all in violation of international law,” 
said Sergei Nikitin, Amnesty International’s 
Moscow Office Director. “This trial should 
never have been allowed to continue until 
the allegations of torture were fully and ef- 
fectively investigated.” 

One of the defendants is former Guant- 
апато Bay detainee, Rasul Kudaev, who 
was released from the US detention centre in 
2004 without charges and returned to Russia. 
He was arrested in his home on 23 October 
2005 on suspicion of participating in the at- 
tack. According to his family, he was beaten 
up during his arrest. He was one of the five 
who received a life sentence. 

There is clear evidence of his beating and 
ill-treatment, including photos of his bruised 
and disfigured face in the early period of his 
detention. Amnesty International has cam- 
paigned relentlessly for an investigation into 


Amnesty says 


his case, but the Russian authorities have 
chosen to ignore all the evidence. 

During the trial, multiple testimonies con- 
firming that he could not have been present 
during the attack were presented in court by 
his defence. Those who initially gave testi- 
monies against him tried to retract them in 
court and complained that they were forced 
to make false statements. 

Kudaev’s lawyers have been subjected to 
harassment throughout the investigation and 
trial and several have been forced to abandon 
the case. One of them received text messages 
from an anonymous sender containing death 
threats and was badly injured in December 
2011 in a suspicious car accident involving 
police. 

“Kudaev’s case is a stark illustration of the 
unfair trial that the defendants in this case have 
been subjected to. It exposes the deplorable 
state of the Russian criminal justice system 
and the impunity of law enforcement off- 
cials alleged to have committed severe human 
rights violations,” said Sergei Nikitin. 

Кидаєу is reportedly suffering from se- 
vere heart and liver disorders. He also has 
difficulty walking because of a bullet in his 
spine after he was shot when he was detained 
in Afghanistan and suffers from hyperten- 
sion which began during his detention in 
Guantanamo. 

“The authorities consistently ignored the 
need to provide adequate medical treatment 
to Kudaey and all other detainees who need- 
ed it. Amnesty International has repeatedly 
raised concerns about this to the authorities, 
but these have been ignored,” said Nikitin. 
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OSCE to double size of 
Ukraine monitoring mission 


(RFE/RL)—The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) plans to double the number of monitors it has in Ukraine by the 
end of this month. 

OSCE spokesman Michael Bociurkiw made the announcement on 
January 4 in an interview with the German dpa news agency. 

The monitoring mission will be increased from 250 monitors to 500 
because the security situation in eastern Ukraine has improved, Bociurkiw 
said. 

He added, however, that there continue to be violations of the fragile 
cease-fire on a daily basis. He said the withdrawal of heavy equipment 
that was agreed by all parties in Minsk in September has not been 
implemented. 

Both Ukrainian military officials and spokespeople for the pro-Russian 
separatists in eastern Ukraine on January 4 accused one another of 
violating the cease-fire. The separatists said their positions were shelled 
16 times by Ukrainian forces “using tanks and heavy artillery.” 

The Ukrainian military said its forces had been shelled 10 times 
overnight. Three Ukrainian troops were reported killed. 

More than 1,300 of the deaths have come after the cease-fire deal, 
and efforts to build on the agreement have made little progress despite a 
decrease in fighting in recent weeks. 
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Bombing campaign opens new 


front in 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)}—Hardly а day goes 
by in Ukraine these days without 
headlines about some terrorist inci- 
dent or about the country’s security 
forces breaking up a would-be plot 
or capturing a cache of weapons or 
explosives. 

In recent weeks there have been 
dozens of small bombings across 
the country, with the epicenters be- 
ing Kharkiv, Odesa, Mariupol, and 
Kyiv. There were at least six bomb- 
ings in Odesa in December alone. 

Most of the attacks have target- 
ed the offices of pro-Kyiv organ- 
izations during night-time hours, 
while a few have targeted infra- 
structure, the security 
Ukrainian politicians. 

In the worst incident, 11 people 
were injured on November 9 when 
a bomb went off in a bar in down- 
town Kharkiv. 

It seems to be a new phase of the 
conflict in Ukraine that is likely to 
last for some time 

Kharkiv, Odesa, and Mariupol 
seem to be in the crosshairs Бе- 
cause they are geographically close 
to the pro-Russian separatist re- 
gions in eastern Ukraine and have 
significant ethnic-Russian popula- 
tions. 

Analysts and local officials are 
quick to say the attacks in those 
cities do not indicate broad support 
for joining the anti-Kyiv rebellion. 

“The creation of an Odesa 
People’s Republic now is incon- 
ceivable,” says local journalist Ser- 
hiy Dibrov. 

The relatively low level of dam- 
age and casualties caused by the at- 
tacks to date could indicate the goal 
is to sow anxiety and discontent, as 
well as to sap the government’s re- 
sources. 

Authorities and most Ukrain- 
ians are convinced that the attacks 
are directly linked to Russia. They 
seem to fit into Moscow’s doctrine 
of hybrid warfare, which envisions 
waging a conflict throughout the 
depth of the enemy’s territory using 
a wide variety of tools and tactics. 

The attacks have already forced 
the resource-strapped Ukrainian 
security forces to respond, stepping 
up measures throughout the coun- 
try. 

“We are implementing many pre- 
ventive and prophylactic measures 
aimed at uncovering and averting 
violations of public order and pro- 
vocative acts by radically oriented 
groups or movements or individ- 
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battle for Ukraine 


Police officers examine the site of an explosion at a building where an 
office collecting assistance for the Ukrainian military is based in Odesa 
last month, This incident was just one of many bombings across Ukraine 


in recent weeks 


uals,” says Ivan Katerynchuk, head 
of the local branch of the Interior 
Ministry in Odesa. 

Security forces have stepped up 
patrols and have launched several 
public-awareness campaigns. Of- 
ficials have also asked the public 
to avoid holding demonstrations 
or other public events that could be 
targeted. 

Such measures, however, can 
be used by pro-separatist and pro- 
Russian organizations and media 
outlets to portray Kyiv as a failing 
or undemocratic government. 

Authorities turned to the courts 
to try to prevent thé Soviet-style, 
pro-Russian group Kharkiv Labor 
from holding a demonstration out- 
side the office of the oblast admin- 
istration. 

“We wanted to register our 
strong protest under the norms of 
the constitution and relying on the 
fact that we have a democratic, 
law-based government,” Kharkiv 
Labor leader Pavel Tishenko told 
RFE/RL’s Ukraine Service. 

Nikolai Ноітоу, who blogs from 
Odesa, writes that the bombing 
campaign is likely to last for the 
foreseeable future. He says the best 


response is openness on the part of 


the authorities, responsibility on 
the part of the mass media, and pa- 
tience on the part of the public. 

According to Holmoy, the cam- 
paign will test the “political will” 
of Kyiv and its Western partners 
and “the resilience of the Ukrain- 
ian public.” 

Thor Rosoha is an activist and co- 
founder of the Coordinating Office 
of the Territorial Defense of Khar- 
kiv. The goal of the office, he says, 
is to unite civic organizations and 
individuals to help the government 
counteract the campaigns being 


waged to undermine Ukraine. 

He tells RFE/RL that his group 
will accompany security patrols in 
the city and help officials interact 
with locals and to try to counter 
what he calls “information ag- 
gression from Russia.” They urge 
people not to believe “gossip” on 
social media, which they allege is 
placed by Russian agents. 

“Our goal is not to replace the 
military or the state security or- 
gans,” he says. “Our goal is to mo- 
bilize society itself to repulse any 
aggression, to maintain the peace 
in our region,” 

Of particular concern in Kharkiv 
is an organization called the Khar- 
Кім Partisans, which regional pros- 
ecutor Yuriy Danylchenko says is 
“constantly supported materially 
and tactically from the neighboring 
state,” meaning Russia. 

Danylchenko says the organiza- 
tion’s only purpose is “committing 
terrorist attacks.” 

In mid-December, many locals 
in Kharkiv found disturbing sea- 
son’s greetings in their mailboxes 
from the Kharkiy Partisans. 

“In the envelope was a postcard 
with an emblem on which was 
written ‘Kharkiv Partisans’ and 
the text: ‘We will come for every 
Nazi scum,’” said one woman, 
who asked to be identified only as 
a volunteer with Rosoha’s civic co- 
ordinating center, 

“I know for certain I am not the 

only one who got such a card — 
several people I know received the 
exact same message,” she added, 
saying that she had evacuated her 
family from the city. 
Written in Prague by Robert 
Coalson based on reporting from 
Kharkiv by Volodymyr Noskov and 
from Odesa by Mykhaylo Shtekel 


“Batman” killed by 
fellow terrorists 


(RFE/RL)—Following the killing of a commander of a separatist 
military unit in eastern Ukraine, information has surfaced claiming the 
commander ran a secret prison that regularly used torture and that he was 
apparently killed by fellow separatists. 

The prosecutor’s office of the self-proclaimed Luhansk People’s 
Republic (LNR) released a statement on January 2 confirming the death 
of Aleksandr Bednov, known as “Batman,” who led the LNR’s 4th 


Brigade. 


The prosecutor’s office also said in its statement that arrest warrants 
had been issued at the end of December for Bednov and several other 
members of his unit on charges they ran a torture chamber in the basement 


of a separatist-held building. 


The prosecutor’s office said Bednov was killed on January | when he 
attempted to resist arrest. Bednov’s unit has accused LNR leader Igor 


Plotnitsky of killing Bednov 
A video 7 
“Batman” 2, identified as 


people 


is posted on YouTube showing one of the members of the 
Aleksei Dakhnenko 
vere tortured in the basement 


who described how 


